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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 8 July 2026 at 19:30  

 
Present: Cllr Jeremy James (Chair) Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Chris Eldred, Cllr 

Sara Reilly, Cllr Kay Smith, Boro Cllr Tim Willis, Moira Pendlebury 
(Clerk & RFO),  

 
1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Boro Cllr Derek Poole, Cty Cllr Anne-Marie Sonko 

were noted. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda: none 
 

3. Public Participation:  none 
 

4. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:  
Boro Cllr Tim Willis 

 Local Plan – will go to Council next week to reaffirm.  Minimal impact on 
Church Lawford 

 Possible forthcoming changes to Planning Regulations: TW expressed 
concern that a general power for local Councillors to call in applications 
may be removed.  Also, larger developments which are refused may be 
referred to Central Govt for determination. 

 Local Govt reorganisation – news on decision next week.  No further 
information on role of Parish Councils  
Boro Cllr Simon Ward (by email from LG Cpnference) 

 Food waste collections have started this week and will be every week 
 Still waiting to hear back from officers re Jeremy’s questions about grass 

cutting (see item 14b) 
 

5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 17 June 26 approved and 
signed 
 

6. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Fete funds requested – decision to be made on 16 July 
 Coronation Rd – no new information.  Limestone Hall Lane already on 

plan, yellow spray indicates work to be done shortly 
 .gov.uk email clerk@churchlawford-pc.gov.uk MP & JJ to undertake 

over the summer 
 

7. Planning:  no new applications 
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8. Finance review – the following payments were noted and approved 
Date Description  Amount Notes 
16/05/26 Playground check - July 35.00 MC 
 Clerk’s salary (July) Confidential   
 SSE street lighting costs (June)  

Credit balance £22.04 
(£62.96)  

To note receipts - none 

Bank balances at 6 July 26: Current: £3,657.36, Deposit £6,290.33 
Total: £9,947.69  
    

9. Councillor Grants Application 
Various ideas debated, including litter bin on Coronation Rd parking 
area, improvements to the playing field and hedging and netting for the 
top of the field.  Agreed to pursue the latter options, and link with request 
from Long Lawford Junior FC.  JJ to progress by 26 July 
 

10. Gift of Land (Sheila Nicholls bequest) 
JJ has written again.  Trustees now waiting for feedback from surveyor 
re: access, further site meeting hopefully in August. 
 

11. Flood Action / Skew Bridge 
 Continue to be no issues 

 
12. Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents 

 Small defect to pavement (possible trip hazard) outside new house on 
triangle, caused by builder, not yet remedied. 

 Drain starting to collapse at south end of Church Rd.  JJ to report 
 

13. Play Area & Recreation Ground  
 Long Lawford Football Club (Junior) – no developments, still awaiting 

contact from LLFC 
 Grass cutting contractor has new mower which may help level the 

ground during routine cuts. 
 

14. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – still awaiting pads, machine on loan being checked 

regularly.  
b) Grass cutting – RBC has cut grass in Fitzalan Close along with other 

areas of their responsibility  
c) Dog poo bag dispensers / bins – one or tow people continue to abuse 

the system, helping themselves to large numbers of bags.  JJ to 
include note about this in Sept Parish Newsletter 

d) Allotments – no issues 
e) Wildflower verge –  agreed not a success, but additional seeds were 

received in the order, to be used on Village Green  
f) Planter on Green – ground prepared and on its way 
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15. Other Items not on Agenda:  

Request received from RBC for access to drinking water and toilets for 
Refuse Collectors.  Toilets not available but Village Hall Committee has 
made the external tap accessible, suitable for drinking. 
MP to notify RBC   
 

16. Future Agenda Items:  
 Age Friendly Church Lawford – Sept meeting 

 
17. Date of Next Meeting  

 To confirm Wednesday 9 September 2026 at 7:30 pm for the next 
regular meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall  

  
 If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 

and may be put on the website and in the Main Street noticeboard three 
clear days before the meeting is held. 
 

The meeting closed at 20:40 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 


