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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 17 June 2026 at 19:30  

 
Present: Cllr Jeremy James (Chair) Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Chris Eldred, Cllr 

Sara Reilly, Cllr Kay Smith, Cty Cllr Anne-Marie Sonko, Moira 
Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO),  

 
1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Boro Cllr Tim Willis; Boro Cllr Simon Ward, , Boro Cllr Derek Poole were 

noted. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda: none 
 

3. Public Participation:  none present but a concern has been raised re: 
anti social behaviour, which have been passed on to PCSO’s when they 
visited the village recently 

  
4. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:  

Cty Cllr Anne-Marie Sonko 
 Councillor Grants: applications can be made until 26 July, now one 

round per year. Each Cllr has £8,000 to allocate AMS to send details 
for discussion at July meeting 

 AMS checked CLPC is using Fix My Street to report issues, all agreed 
this is a useful resource 

 Local Govt reorganisation – news on decision is imminent  
 Coronation Rd – Highways Dept has made a further visit and noted just 

how serious the problem is.  This underlines the fact that minor repairs 
will not be effective and as it is a minor road it will not be a priority for 
major works.  Corner of Limestone Hall Lane has now dried up but very 
subsided.  JJ to write to Craig at Highways 
 

5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 13 May 26 approved and 
signed 
 

6. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Fete funds requested as per May meeting minutes.  All agreed that a 
further application should be made for replacement tables.  There are 
not enough; some are beyond repair, splinter hazard.  Also need to 
include cost of woodworm treatment.  MP to send in by end June 
 .gov.uk email clerk@churchlawford-pc.gov.uk MP has now set up the 
address, further work needed on transfer, MP & JJ to undertake over the 
summer 
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7. Planning:  R26/0110 - 9 Dalton Close. No objections were raised 
 
8. Finance review – the following payments were noted and approved 

Date Description  Amount Notes 

16/05/26 Playground check - June 35.00 MC 

 Clerk’s salary (June) Confidential   

 SSE street lighting costs £69.56 

Credit balance £152.42 

 1 – 30 April 

To note receipts 

Date Description  Amount Notes 

15/04/26 Allotment rent 16.00 OH 

Bank balances at 8 June 26: Current: £3,858.98, Deposit £6,290.33 

Total: £10,149.31     

9. Gift of Land (Sheila Nicholls bequest) 
JJ has written to ensure that the land is correctly referred to and the term 
“playground” is not used; also to raise yet again the issue of access, 
which has been forwarded to the surveyor.  JJ attended the Stoneleigh 
Community Orchard open day and gained useful information re: creation 
of a Trust to manage the Community Garden.  
JJ to write yet again to Trustees 

 
10. Flood Action / Skew Bridge 

 Continue to be no issues 
 

11. Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents 
 Small defect to pavement (possible trip hazard) outside new house on 

triangle, caused by builder.  JJ has notified Estate Agent, but no action 
yet taken 

 One stone at a corner of the Green has been put back in place 
 A customer at the Fete got a splinter in their finger from one of the stalls.  

See Item 6 above. 
 

12. Play Area & Recreation Ground  
 Long Lawford Football Club (Junior) – no developments, awaiting 

contact from LLFC 
 HS has investigated free shrubs and trees, none currently available 
 Discussion took place about the need to improve the ground to make it 

more level for future Fetes and other events. 
 

13. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – still awaiting pads, machine on loan being checked 

regularly.  
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b) Grass cutting – a complaint has been received about Fitzalan Close, 
where the grass is very long and remains uncut by the developer’s 
contractor who is responsible.  JJ to explore other options for cutting, 
including RBC 

c) Dog poo bag dispensers / bins – complaints have been made about 
occasional discarded full bags left on the field.  JJ to put a reminder in 
Newsletter to dispose of bags in the bin provided.  All agreed that the 
pavements remain clean. 

d) Allotments – all plots now let and all rents paid 
e) Wildflower verge –seeds planted on Village Tidy Up day do not appear 

to have germinated 
f) Planter on Green – position agreed at the meeting. 
 

14. Age Friendly Towns and Villages 
Age Friendly Town and Parish Guide from the Centre for Better Ageing 
has been circulated and agreed to include discussion as to how to 
progress the project in September Meeting. 
 

15. Other Items not on Agenda:  
 KS raised issue of litter left in the layby opposite the Allotments on 

Coronation Rd.  The cost of placing a new bin is out of reach at present, 
but agreed that a sign requesting people to take their litter home would 
be worth trying  JJ to investigate 

 Cable ties on field gates are once again a problem.  No immediate 
remedies identified 

 Perspex on information board on Village Green is very yellowed, a local 
resident has offered to replace this. 

 
16. Future Agenda Items:  

 Councillor Grant application 
 Improvements to Recreation Ground 
 Age Friendly Church Lawford – Sept meeting 

 
17. Date of Next Meeting  

 To confirm Wednesday 8 July 2026 at 7:30 pm for the next regular 
meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall  

  
 If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 

and may be put on the website and in the Main Street noticeboard three 
clear days before the meeting is held. 
 

The meeting closed at 20:40 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 


