Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 13 May 2026 at 19:45

Present: Clir Jeremy James (Chair) Cllir Helen Smith, Clir Chris Eldred, Clir Kay
Smith, Moira Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO),

1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence — Apologies from
Clir Sara Reilly, Boro CliIr Tim Willis; Boro Clir Simon Ward, Cty Clir Anne-
Marie Sonko, Boro Clir Derek Poole, were noted.

2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the
agenda: none

3. Public Participation: none

4, Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:
Boro Clir TW
e Following recent Local Govt elections RBC is in no overall control by one
Party
e Bikefest taking place on Sunday

5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 8 April 26 approved and
signed

6. Brief matters arising, not on agenda
e .gov.uk email clerk@churchlawford-pc.gov.uk MP has now set up the
address, further work needed on transfer, MP & JJ to undertake over the

summer

7. Planning:
No new applications

8. Finance review — the following payments were noted and approved
Date Description Amount | Notes
16/05/26 | Playground check - May 35.00 | MC

Clerk’s salary (May) Confidential

09/05/26 | WALC 190.20
23/04/26 | HMRC tax on clerk’s salary 93.20 | Quarterly
24/04/26 | ICO annual fee 47.00

SSE street lighting account: £300 credited, April usage £78.02,
credit balance £221.98



10.

11.

12.

To note receipts

Date Description Amount | Notes
08/04/26 | Precept payment 1 3451.00
19/04/26 | Annual interest on deposit account 83.97
13/5/26 | Allotment rent 8.00 | MP
15/04/26 | Allotment rent 16.00 | EL
30/04/26 | Allotment rent 16.00 | LC
03/05/26 | Allotment rent 32.00 | OW
04/05/26 | Allotment rent 16.00 | JM
07/05/26 | Allotment rent 8.00 | CG

Bank balances at 9 May 26: Current: £4,219.00, Deposit £6,290.33
Total: £10,509.33

Approval of 25/26 AGAR submission

The completed and audited Annual Governance Statement of accounts
was presented, agreed and signed. Balance carried forward to 26/27 -
£7,233

MP to submit

Financial policy (reserves)

Revised and updated Finance Procedures were submitted and agreed.
Statement on reserves updated to read Unless earmarked for a specific
project, reserves carried forward at the end of the Financial Year will not
normally amount to more than the annual nor less than 6 months
budgeted expenditure for the PC for the forthcoming year

Fete funds

Formal requests to the Fete Committee need to be made by the end of
June. Given that CLPC income now barely covers our statutory
responsibilities £400 to be requested to cover expenses connected to
making CL a welcoming and attractive place to be enjoyed by all
residents and visitors. This will include Xmas tree, lights and
decorations; filling new planter on Green and maintenance of planter by
main road.

Age Friendly Towns and Villages

Claire Goldsmith led an initial discussion on auditing CL to see what
gaps there may be, so that we can use the domains outlined in the
process to include low or no cost actions in undertaking CLPC’s
responsibilities wherever possible.

First steps include gaining demographic data; including older people’s
voices and experiences; leadership and identifying stakeholders.
Learning from CLPC’s approach during the Covid Pandemic will be
helpful.




13.

14.

15.

16.

MP to circulate Age Friendly Town and Parish Guide from the Centre
for Better Ageing for all to read, and CG to return to discuss further.

Gift of Land (Sheila Nicholls bequest)

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust have visited to view from boundary and
advise. Will provide a report with suggestions as to how to make it
wildlife friendly and low maintenance. Currently quite fertile, which might
inhibit wild flowers initially, so may just need to be mown for a time. Soil
test suggested in the meantime

Little evidence of any Japanese knotweed, cautious optimism the
treatment has worked.

Still awaiting report from Surveyor’s visit.

Discussion around future funding ideas, agreed to approach a range of
local businesses to help with contributions to a management and
maintenance fund run by the charitable entity set up to run the Garden.
Stoneleigh has a Community Orchard, with an open day to be held
shortly, one or two Parish Cllrs may attend

Steering Group to be convened shortly

Flood Action / Skew Bridge
No issues during a very dry month

Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents

Small defect to pavement (possible trip hazard) outside new house on
triangle, caused by builder. JJ has notified Estate Agent

One stone at a corner of the Green has been hit and moved, to be put
back in place when the planter trough is delivered.

Play Area & Recreation Ground

Long Lawford Football Club (Junior) — agreed that no one has time to
follow this up and SW to be invited to obtain costings and funding to
make the pitch useable, if the Club decides to proceed JJ to contact
JJ suggested that a hedge could be laid at the left field boundary. HS2
has given away shrubs and trees in the past. HS to investigate

Community and Village maintenance items

Defibrillator — still awaiting pads.

Grass cutting — complaint has been received over a small section of
verge on Kings Newnham Rd not being cut. Now remedied

Dog poo bag dispensers / bins — all in order.

Allotments — all plots now let and all but one rent paid

Wildflower verge — clear and seeds have been planted on Village Tidy
Up day

Planter on Green — to be delivered and installed after Village Fete.
Need to identify best position

Other Items not on Agenda: Invitation from the Mayor to attend Rugby
Civic Sunday Service on 26 June. Noone available
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19. Future Agenda Items: none raised

20. Date of Next Meeting
To confirm Wednesday 17 June 2026 at 7:30 pm for the next regular
meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall
If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors
and may be put on the website and in the Main Street noticeboard three
clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 21:20

Signed:

Date:



