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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 8 April 2026 at 19:45  

 
Present: Cllr Jeremy James (Chair) Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Chris Eldred, Cllr Kay 

Smith, Boro Cllr Tim Willis, Moira Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO),  
 

1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Cllr Sara Reilly, Cty Cllr Anne-Marie Sonko, Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Boro 

Cllr Derek Poole, were noted. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda: none 
 

3. Public Participation:  none 
  
4. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:  

Boro Cllr SW 
 Local plan consultation – going to Examiner later this month 
 Local Govt reorganisation – decision to be made during the summer.  

RBC is undertaking a Community Governance Review, including Parish 
Councils and a possible Rugby Town Council. TW to send link 

 Pot holes – some have been filled in, but many not.  
 

5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 11 March 26 approved and 
signed 
 

6. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Footpaths – Smithy Lane corner has now been reinstated with new 

signage and the path cleared by a team of volunteers  
 .gov.uk email: clerk@churchlawford-pc.gov.uk has been set up.   

MP to undertake transfer 
 

7. Planning: 
No new applications 
 

8. Finance review – the following payments were noted and approved 
 

Date Description  Amount Notes 
16/04/26 Playground check - Apr 35.00 MC 
 Clerk’s salary (Apr) Confidential   
23/03/26 SSE street lighting 76.39 Feb 
24/3/26 Zurich Insurance 511.00  
24/3/26 Allotment rent RBC 80.00  
25/3/26 Tree cutting 160.00  
 Wildflower seeds 49.99 JJ 
 Padlock for Rec Ground gate 52.47 JJ 
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 Bank balances at 31 March 26: Current:£1,026.48, Deposit £6,206.36 
 Total: £7232.84 

 
9. Draft budget for 26/27 

MP presented a draft budget, with a projected deficit of around £700.  
This was agreed.  Grant funding will be sought where appropriate and 
an application made for Fete proceeds to fund non-statutory items which 
benefit the Village as a whole (discretionary spend).   

  
10. Annual Allotment Rents and Payments 

Agreed that a small increase of £1 be made, making the annual rent for 
a full plot £16 
MP to issue bills 
 

11. SSE Complaint 
In response to JJ’s negotiation around the initial offer of £100, SSE has 
responded offering £300 to be credited to the account.  Agreed that this 
should be accepted and JJ thanked for his detailed work on the matter. 
 

12. Gift of Land (Sheila Nicholls bequest) 
Site visit by Land Agent for the Trust, prior to clearance, has now taken 
place.  The final plot boundaries and access has still not been identified 
or agreed and the outcome of this survey will be notified in 3 weeks or 
so. 
 

13. Flood Action / Skew Bridge 
 Cautious optimism remains that the Skew Bridge remains unflooded.   
 Limestone Hall Lane – seems clearer 

 
14. Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents 

 Dead tree on corner of boundary has been noted, hard to access as 
there are extensive brambles around, but branches have shed into the 
neighbouring property.  As there may be a birds nest present, no action 
to be taken at present. 

 Oak tree with a potentially hazardous hanging branch has been made 
safe. 
 

15. Play Area & Recreation Ground  
 Long Lawford Football Club (Junior) – JJ has met SW now the grass has 

been cut.  The ground is tussocky and would need further cutting and 
rolling prior to use.  SW would seek a grant for the cost of this.  
JJ to measure up and progress with SW. 

 Tree work has been completed, mitigating the risk of branches falling 
onto the play area as far as this is possible. 
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16. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – temporary one loaned by OurJay foundation is in place 

and back on The Circuit.  Pads have been ordered. 
b) Grass cutting – first cuts have been completed 
c) Dog poo bag dispensers / bins – all in order.  Sign reattached  
d) Allotments – hedge cutting in hand, interest expressed in vacant plot .  
e) Wildflower verge – seeds have been purchased and to be sown during 

Village Tidy Up on Sat. 
f) Planter on Green - ongoing 
 
17. Annual village tidy-up Sat 11 April at 10.30 

All in hand, skip has been delivered and the event publicised.  Litter is 
mainly on the main road, street and traffic signs need a good scrub! 
 

18. Other Items not on Agenda: Welcome Pack needed for a few new 
residents.  JJ & HS to deliver 

 
19. Future Agenda Items: Reserves policy, Fete Committee funding, Claire 
 Goldsmith to lead a discussion on Age Friendly Village audit (20.30
 at May meeting)   
 
20. Date of Next Meetings  

 To confirm Wednesday 13 May 2026 at 7:30 pm for the next regular 
meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall,  

  
 If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 

and may be put on the website and in the Main Street noticeboard three 
clear days before the meeting is held. 
 

The meeting closed at 21:15 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 


