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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 11 March 2026 at 19:30  

 
Present: Cllr Jeremy James (Chair) Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Chris Eldred (latter 

part of meeting), Cllr Sara Reilly, Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Cty Cllr Anne-
Marie Sonko, Kay Smith, Moira Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO),  

 
1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Boro Cllr Tim Willis, Boro Cllr Derek Poole, were noted. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 

agenda: none 
 

3. Public Participation:  Dale Aston from Lawford Lodge Farm, 
Coronation Rd attended to raise his concerns about the road’s rapidly 
deteriorating condition.  He has 300 acres of farmland, which need 
fertilising and made the point that this would need to be transported to 
the fields whether or not there was the digester in place, also this non 
chemical fertiliser is more environmentally friendly.  The piecemeal 
patching which has taken place doesn’t last.  The feasibility of a legal 
challenge to WCC was raised. 
AMS has made a site visit with the WCC Portfolio Holder for Highways 
(Jennifer Warren).  Due to wet weather, instead of the usual 10% of 
pothole repairs being temporary, this is currently 60%. They will continue 
to raise its poor condition with the Head of Highways, emphasising that 
although this is a minor road it is the only access to CL during floods.  
The aim is to get it formally designated as a “road with passing places”   

  
4. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:  

Boro Cllr SW 
 New exhibition, “Unveiled” at Rugby Gallery of all their collected artworks 

from 1940’s, on until June and well worth visiting.  Local Govt 
reorganisation leading to a new Rugby Town Council may help 
safeguard this valuable facility. 

 Local plan consultation – current phase ends on Fri 13 March 
Cty Cllr AMS – see Item 3 above 
 

5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 11 Feb 26 approved and 
signed 
 

6. Co-option of New Parish Councillor 
Kay Smith was unanimously voted onto the Parish Council.   
Although not a resident of CL, Kay has very long standing links with the 
village and owns land here, thus fulfilling the criteria. 
MP to provide joining paperwork 



2 
 

 
 

7. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Footpaths – Smithy Lane corner, no update following last month’s on site 

meeting  
 .gov.uk email: clerk@churchlawford-pc.gov.uk has been set up.   

MP to undertake transfer 
 

8. Planning: 
R26/0110, (9, Dalton Close); R26/0091 (25 Kings Newnham Rd) – no 
objections raised  
R25/1083 Billingham’s Barn, Coronation Rd: proposed conversion of 
existing barn into a dwelling and corresponding residential curtilage. 
Dale Aston clarified this was accommodation for farm worker, no 
objections raised 
 

9. Finance review – the following payments were noted and approved 
 

Date Description  Amount Notes 
16/03/26 Playground check Mar 35.00 MC 
 Clerk’s salary Mar Confidential   
23/02/26 SSE street lighting 140.53 Jan 
 Replacement pads and kit for 

defibrillator 
315.59  

  
Date Description  Amount Notes 

24/02/26 Fete Committee for Notice Board 200  

  
 Bank balances at 6 March 26: Current: £2,460.79 

Deposit: £6,206.36   Total: £8,667.15 
 

10. Initial Draft budget for 26/27 
MP presented an initial draft budget, mainly to indicate funding 
challenges for 26/27.  The main impacts are from the increased 
electricity charges and difference between the Grass Cutting Grant and 
actual cost of this.  Agreed that additional grant funding should be 
sought and Fete proceeds requested for non-statutory items wherever 
possible.  Second draft to be presented at April meeting with actual year 
end figures for 25/26. 

  
11. SSE Complaint 

JJ has had a response and offer of £100 compensation for delay in 
billing. The offer included a standing charge which is the same as on the 
current contract.  JJ has estimated the actual loss as £350.  Agreed that 
JJ will attempt to negotiate and then consideration will be given as to 
whether it is worth taking to the Ombudsman. 
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12. Gift of Land (Sheila Nicholls bequest) 
Site visit by Land Agent for the Trust, prior to clearance, had been 
arranged for Mon 9 March.  Cancelled at very short notice. 
 

13. Flood Action / Skew Bridge 
 Cautious optimism remains that despite such a wet winter, the Skew 

Bridge has not flooded.  JJ noted that rain has been persistent rather 
than heavy. 

 Limestone Hall Lane – still no response to JJ emails 
 

14. Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents 
 Raised tarmac by church has been remedied  
 Oak tree with a potentially hazardous hanging branch, land owner aware 

and this is in hand. 
 

15. Play Area & Recreation Ground  
 An approach has been made by Long Lawford Football Club (Junior), 

which is expanding and needing more pitches, enquiring as to using the 
football pitch.   SW is Chair and clarified no toilet or changing facilities 
are necessary.  The main issue was felt to be parking, although the pub 
could be approached for this.  Agreed that SW would be notified after 
the field has been cut to come over to see if it would be suitable.  A fee 
from the club would be required to cover additional cutting etc 

 Tree work booked in for 16 Feb did not take place as ground too soft.  
Rescheduled for March 
 

16. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – Claire Goldsmith has offered to take on responsibility and 

a handover meeting was arranged for 8 March. In the meantime, the 
defibrillator was used, so now replacement pads are needed and it has 
been taken off the Circuit.  MP tried to order the pads but there is a 2-3 
month delay.  Jay Foundation will loan us a defibrillator in the meantime 
(no charge), MP to take delivery of this and rearrange handover meeting 
between Sarah and Claire when the new pads arrive, including regular 
check reporting. 

b) Grass cutting agreed that although more expensive, the new contractor 
Ralph Wilkinson was doing a much better job and to continue with this 
for the current year 

c) Dog poo bag dispensers / bins – all in order 
d) Allotments – hedge cutting on field edge completed. One plot remains 

vacant.  
e) Wildflower verge – seeds now required.  JJ will see if donations can be 

obtained, otherwise expenditure previously agreed (Oct 25 meeting) 
f) Planter on Green - ongoing 
 
17. Annual village tidy-up 
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Date set for Sat 11 April at 10.30 
 

18. Age Friendly Town and Village Audit 
A scheme aimed at making communities age friendly, which also 
benefits residents of all ages, covering domains such as social, built 
environment, transport etc..  Claire Goldsmith has suggested we carry 
out an initial audit.  Agreed MP to invite Claire to lead a discussion at 
a future meeting. 

19. Other Items not on Agenda: MP has had communications from the 
Grand Union Canal Transfer scheme consultation.  JJ clarified that 
Kings Newnham PM was also included and this does not really impact 
CL. 

 
20. Future Agenda Items: none 
 
21. Date of Next Meetings  

 To confirm Wednesday 8 April 2026 at 7:45 pm for the next regular 
meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall,  

 following CLPC AGM at 7.30 p.m. 
 Annual Parish Meeting Wed 29 April at 7.30 pm 
 If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 

and may be put on the website and in the Main Street noticeboard three 
clear days before the meeting is held. 
 

The meeting closed at 21:15 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 


