Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 11 Feb 2026 at 19:30

Present: Clir Jeremy James (Chair) Cllir Helen Smith, Clir Chris Eldred, Clir

Sara Reilly, Boro Clir Tim Willis, Moira Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO),

Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence — Apologies from
Cty Clir Anne-Marie Sonko, Boro ClIr Simon Ward, Boro Clir Derek Poole,
were noted.

Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the
agenda: none

Public Participation: Martin Townsend and Jayne Daly, residents of
Coronation Rd, raised very serious concerns about its rapidly
deteriorating condition, exacerbated by frequent passage of 40 ton
lorries transporting slurry to the new digester. Several drivers have had
tyres blown and a 4 wheel drive vehicle is stranded in mud by the cattle
grid. 124 potholes counted in just a short stretch of the road and some
visitors are now driving a very long way round to avoid the section from
A428. Patching will not solve the problem. JJ emails to WCC Highways
remain unanswered. JJ to facilitate a meeting for residents with Cty
Clir AMS

Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:

Boro Clir TW

Local Govt reorganisation — public consultation opened today, JJ to
include details in Parish Mag.

Local plan consultation — see item 7

Flooding - despite sodden ground, proactive drain clearance appears to
have minimised flooding, but this could also be due to fewer torrential
downpours.

Cty Clir AMS (via email)

WCC budget setting adjourned to 17th Feb, positive result on govt
SEND funding

Pot-holes are a massive challenge, new contract with penalties for poor
or out of time repairs starts in April

Minutes of the Parish Council held on 14 Jan 26 approved and
signed

Brief matters arising, not on agenda

Footpaths — Smithy Lane corner. On site meeting took place on 4 Feb at
12 noon with Footpaths Officer with a positive result: WCC will be taking
action to reinstate the path

.gov.uk emails: free for one address (parishclerk@), £260 per year for up
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to 20 additional addresses. Agreed this cost was excessive, so to go
ahead with one only. Any emails sent by Parish Councillors to continue
to copy in Parish Clerk. MP to set up

Rugby Local Plan

CE attended meeting on 4 Feb, notes and copy of map circulated. No
housing is currently planned around Church Lawford, but the map shows
that the village is surrounded mainly by “grey belt” land, “potentially
suitable for development”, rather than green belt. The plan, map and
details of local public consultation meetings (Long Lawford and Wolston)
can be viewed at the Town Hall or on the RBC website.

Planning:
R26/0110, (9, Dalton Close); R26/0091 (25 Kings Newnham Rd) — no
objections raised

Finance review — the following payments were noted and approved

Date Description Amount | Notes
16/01/26 | Playground check Feb 35.00 | MC
Clerk’s salary Feb Confidential
16/12/25 | SSE street lighting 140.53 | Dec
23/01/26 | HMRC tax on Clerk’s salary 93.20 | Oct—Dec 25
Zurich annual insurance 511.00 | Due 31 Mar
Hedge cutting & clearing on field 105.00 | MC

To note receipts: £200 has been allocated by Fete Committee towards
additional costs of Welcome Board

Bank balances at 2 Feb 26: Current: £2,589.45
Deposit: £6,206.36 (£3,000 tfr to current) Total: £8,795.81

Electricity Charges
Complaint submitted on 20 Jan and JJ followed up with a phone call, no
response received to date

Parish Councillor Vacancy

JJ has received 3 initial enquiries seeking more information, with one
person interested in attending the next meeting to find out more. JJ to
invite them to March meeting and send role descriptor

Gift of Land for village (Sheila Nicholls bequest)

JJ has fitted a combination lock to the gate in order to facilitate the site
inspection required by The Ludlow Trust before site clearance.
Discussion re making a further complaint about the ongoing frustrating
delays in moving this project forward.
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Flood Action / Skew Bridge

Cautious optimism that despite so much recent rain, the Skew Bridge
has not flooded

Limestone Hall Lane — still no response to JJ emails

Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents

Raised tarmac by church: JJ meeting with Callum Connect

Report of an oak tree with a potentially hazardous hanging branch in a
local field JJ to investigate

Play Area
Tree work booked in for 16 Feb by original contractor. Brambles and
undergrowth on the field side have been cleared; all else is in order.

Community and Village maintenance items

Defibrillator — no one has yet come forward, JJ has checked today, all
in order. MP to clarify with SE that reporting email address has been
transferred (when new .gov.uk address has been set up)

Grass cutting.

Dog poo bag dispensers / bins — all in order

Allotments — hedge cutting on field edge to be completed by a local
volunteer when weather improves. One plot vacant.

Wildflower verge — NFA until spring.

Planter on Green - ongoing

Other Items not on Agenda: provisional date for APM (with Village
Hall Committee AGM) — Wed 29 April. AGM — Wed 8 April prior to
regular PC Meeting

Future Agenda Items: none

Date of Next Meeting

To confirm Wednesday 11 March 2026 for the next regular meeting of
the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30 pm

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard
three clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 21:20

Signed:

Date:



