Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 14 Jan 2026 at 19:30

Present: Clir Jeremy James (Chair) Cllir Helen Smith, Clir Chris Eldred, Clir
Sara Reilly, Cty Clir Anne-Marie Sonko, Moira Pendlebury (Clerk &

RFO),

1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence — Apologies from
Boro ClIr Simon Ward, Boro Clir Tim Willis, Boro Clir Derek Poole, were
noted.

2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the

agenda: none
3. Public Participation: none

4, Borough and County Councillors’ Reports: Cty Clir AMS

e Local Govt reorganisation and possible impacts on Parish Councils /
Councillors. No WCC led consultation to date. AMS acknowledged
need for PC involvement throughout the process, lead is Michael
Bannister. JJ to email

e No local elections in May pending reorganisation

e CQC (Care Quality Commission) report imminent, likely to be positive

e Issue with parking tickets at Walsgrave Hospital being erroneously
issued with no receipts. AMS is taking through the appeals procedure
and would like to hear of anyone else affected

5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 10 Dec 25 approved and
signed
6. Brief matters arising, not on agenda
e Poor condition of Coronation Rd — large pothole filled and crack being
monitored

e Footpaths — Smithy Lane corner. On site meeting arranged for 4 Feb at
12 noon with Footpaths Officer Richard Fenwick.

e Recycling leaflet — printed off and to be included in Feb newsletter, JJ
has written an accompanying piece to highlight Village Hall facility and
introduction of weekly food waste bins from June.

7. Planning — no new applications
8. Finance review — the following payments were noted and approved
Date Description Amount | Notes
16/12/25 | Playground check - Nov 35.00 | MC
Clerk’s salary (Dec) Confidential




10.

11.

12.

13.

16/12/25 | SSE street lighting 628.85 | Jun-Oct inc
22/12/25 | SSE street lighting 147.34 | Nov

Card & gift for retiring councillor 11.00 | MP

Grass cutting 2025 2,450.00

Village Green bin emptying - RBC 21.60 | Apr-Sept 25

To note receipts — none

Bank balances at 22 Dec 25: Current: £2,507.40 Deposit: £9,206.36
Total: £11,713.76

Electricity Charges

After chasing a bill for the past 6 months, SSE has finally sent 2 on the
greatly increased new Variable Business Rate. As background, before
the lights were upgraded in 2021 and a very favourable 4 year deal was
arranged, annual maintenance and usage bills were £1,700 — 1,900 p/a.
A complaint and request for a refund is to be submitted on several
grounds: excessive delay in billing; a similar contract to the expired one
should have been offered; the bills for June-Nov show a greatly
escalating usage each month. A new contract has been agreed to end
Nov 26, still at a higher rate than prior to May, but less than current VBR.
JJ and MP to draft and submit complaint to SSE

2026/27 Precept

Confirmed at 5% as discussed in Dec. Noted higher electricity charges
and increasing gap in grass cutting costs, now £1,400 higher than RBC
grant which remains unchanged, mean higher outgoings and the PC
budget will be tighter for 26/27.

Resignation of Parish Councillor

Sarah Evans attended the beginning of the meeting to demonstrate
defibrillator checking. She was thanked by all for her sterling service.
JJ has promoted the vacancy in Parish Magazine, one or two potentially
interested residents are considering the role. MP has circulated role
descriptor to PC’s.

Gift of Land for village (Sheila Nicholls bequest)

The Ludlow Trust are now saying that there needs to be a survey carried
out before site clearance. JJ considering further complaint about yet
more excessive and frustrating delays in moving this project forward.

Flood Action / Skew Bridge

Cautious optimism that water appears to be running more freely. JJ
seeking out slabs to cover

Limestone Hall Lane — still no response to JJ message to dedicated
Severn Trent Councillor email. JJ has sent further email, highlighting
how dangerous this has been when it has iced over recently




14.

15.

18

18.

19.

Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents
Green Lane pothole fixed. Raised tarmac by church, caused by Callum
Connect during recent cabling installation not yet repaired

Play Area

Tree work booked in for 14 Feb by original contractor.

Mark Cox will clear brambles and undergrowth on the field side (at
normal hourly rate) this month. All else is in order.

Community and Village maintenance items

Defibrillator — SE handed over regular monthly checking to PC as a
group, pending identifying a local person who could take this on.
Request made in Feb newsletter. All PC’s to also ask around.
Grass cutting — bill submitted, agreed to continue with Ralf for another
year as he has proved responsive and competent.

Dog poo bag dispensers / bins — order placed for new larger bin at
Church Rd and to re-site the existing smaller one at the field end of
Green Lane, at no additional charge.

Allotments — hedge cutting on field edge. Does not need large
equipment, JJ to approach a possible volunteer

Wildflower verge — NFA until spring.

Planter on Green - ongoing

Introduction of .gov.uk email address(es)

At a recent WALC meeting, JJ was advised of the advantages of moving
to at least one .gov.uk email address and has set this up for Kings
Newnham Parish Meeting. Agreed that this would be beneficial for all P
Clirs, to keep PC emails separate to personal accounts, cost likely to be
£20-30 per year. If possible, a shortened name would be ideal
(CLPC.gov.uk), but this may not be possible

JJ and MP to set up

Other Items not on Agenda: damaged and removed Church sign has
still not been reinstated after nearly a year. Design agreed and this is in
hand, no cost to CLPC.

Future Agenda Items: none

Date of Next Meeting

To confirm Wednesday 11 February 2026 for the next regular meeting
of the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30 pm

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard
three clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 21:05

Signed:
Date:



