Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com

Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 16 July 2025 at 19:30

Present: ClIr Jeremy James (Chair) Clir Helen Smith, ClIr Chris Eldred, Boro Clir
Simon Ward, Moira Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO),

1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence — Apologies from
Clir Sarah Evans, Clir Sara Reilly, Boro ClIr Tim Willis, Boro Clir Derek
Poole, Cty Cllr Anne-Marie Sonko were noted.

2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the
agenda: none

3. Public Participation: none

4, Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:

e Moves to Unitary status ongoing. JJ and SW attended an online
meeting, various models are being considered and there will be a
consultation shortly. Unclear as to any additional responsibilities for
Parish Councils and the point was made that additional funding will need
to accompany these.

e SW and TW had attended the Local Govt Conference with interesting
input from Falmouth Town Council, where developments were very
much Community instigated and led

e SW has started a petition to create a footpath along Bilton Lane as bus
passes have been withdrawn for Long Lawford children to get to Bilton
School. Needs 1000 signatures (via WCC website)

5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 11 June 25 were approved
and signed
6. Brief matters arising, not on agenda

e Footpaths — no updates
¢ New rubbish bin for A428 layby — on order
e WhatsApp group for use by CLPClIrs in emergencies has been set up

7. Policy Document Review — draft Health & Safety policy discussed and
felt not suitable. MP and JJ to approach other small PC’s for a more
appropriate model.

8. Planning — information received about SW Rugby Design Code (Local
Plan)

9. Finance review — note and approve payments
Date Description Amount | Notes

Clerk’s salary - June confidential




To note receipts

10.

11.

12.

Play Area check - June 35.00 | MC
Play area maintenance and repair; £365.00 | MC
tree cutting
05/06/25 | SSE 20.02
23/06/25 | SSE 22.00
Flowers and compost for planter 41.94 | HS
Date Description Amount | Notes
04/06/25 | Allotment rent 15.00 | OW
24/06/25 | VAT refund 1,461.61

Bank balances 7 July 25: Current: £4,404.39 Deposit: £9,206.36

Play Area

MP was notified in late June by a member of the public that a tree
branch had fallen by the bench, narrowly missing a toddler. Warning
notices were immediately placed on the bench and advice has been
sought from a tree surgeon confirming that the tree needs balancing and
branches removed. Agreed several quotes are needed.

MP and JJ to pursue ASAP.

Monthly inspections ongoing; all wood has been treated and fixings
tightened on multiplay unit. Dead tree by adult equipment has been
reduced to a safe height.

Gift of Land for village (Sheila Nicholls bequest)
The selected piece of land has finally been agreed (between Church Rd
and Green Lane) with a meeting with Ludlow Trust planned for 23 July to
agree next steps. Periorities for discussion:
e Access — preferred option at end of Green Lane by gate to field
¢ |dentification of designer (and their responsibilities)
¢ Mechanisms for delivery and communication with CLPC; project
management,
e Payment arrangements — Ludlow Trust to maintain responsibility
throughout until formal handover of the completed Garden

Following 23 JJ to convene a further meeting with interested village
residents who have expressed willingness to take an active part in the
creation and future management of the Garden.

Although the Solicitor’s letter was not sent, advice was given and work
was carried out, so there will be an invoice to be paid, amount TBC

MP had contacted Fire & Rescue and RBC re fire and health risks of the
dilapidated property, but no action was available.

Flood Action / Skew Bridge

Drain covers have been installed

Following her site visit, Cty Clir AMS has picked up the issue of formally
making Limestone Hall Rd and coronation Rd into single track roads with
passing places




13.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Signed:

Date:

At the conference call with Rianveer Mahal (WCC Flooding Action) he
agreed to make a site visit, not yet arranged — JJ to chase up

Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents

A resident has raised the issue of speeding through the village. All

agreed that this is an issue, but may be hard to install suitable road

calming measures due to the needs of agricultural machinery traffic.
JJ to contact Dan Perkins (WCC) for advice

Community and Village maintenance items

Defibrillator — all in order

Grass cutting — extra work carried out to allow safe exit for house on
A428

Dog poo bag dispensers / bins - all in order. Agreed it would be
helpful to install an additional bin at the end of Green Lane. MP to
contact RBC for costing

Allotments - all accounts now paid except one; MP has sent a 3™
reminder, still not paid. JJ to write formally to the tenant, with the
option of denying them access to the allotments if this remains unpaid.
Wildflower verge — pending, considering yellow rattle seeds in the
autumn

Planter by main road — HS has done a beautiful job here, including
frequent watering; villagers living nearby have been asked to help out.
Suggestion made to place a similar trough on the Green, JJ to ask local
farmer. Agreed that the trough on the main road (by Rugby side village
sign) is best given over to wild flowers

Village Event
General discussion but no conclusions reached, to be kept on agenda.

Other Items not on Agenda
Noted that weeds are growing on footpaths. JJ to ask SR to contact
RBC /WCC

Future Agenda Iltems:

Date of Next Meeting

There is no meeting in August and to confirm Wednesday 10 Sept 2025
for the next regular meeting of the Parish Council at the Village Hall at
7:30 pm

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard
three clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 21:20



