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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 11 June 2025 at 19:30 

 
Present: Cllr Jeremy James (Chair) Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Sara Reilly, Cllr Chris 

Eldred, Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Boro Cllr Tim Willis, Cty Cllr Anne-Marie 
Sonko, Moira Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO),  

 
1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Cllr Sarah Evans and Boro Cllr Derek Poole were noted. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 

agenda: none 
 

3. Public Participation:  none 
  
4. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:  

 TW - Local Plan is now back with Council before a further round of public 
consultation (statutory) 

 Cty Cllr Anne-Marie Sonko (AS) – Community Funding now available in 
2 stages £4,000.  Typical grants are £250-350; there is also a fund to 
help with energy costs hardship. 

 Flooding – see notes at item 11  
 SW gave information about Rugby Festival, 20 June – 6 July 

 
5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 14 May 25 were approved and 

signed 
 

6. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Footpaths – agreed to keep note of any temporary rerouting and ensure 

returned to original route when the current crop is over 
 New rubbish bin for A428 layby – quote for purchase and installation 

received promptly from RBC. £390 + VAT inclusive, plus £3 per month 
for emptying.  Agreed MP to order 

 Flat pack bench still not provided, and Murphy Group not responding.  
Agreed not to pursue further 
 

7. Policy Document Review – reviewed policies and Standing Orders to 
be posted on website  
 

8. Planning – no new applications 
 

9. Finance review – note and approve payments 
Date Description  Amount Notes 
 Clerk’s salary - June   
 Play Area check - June 35.00  
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 To note receipts 
 

Date Description  Amount Notes 
10/05/25 Allotment rent 15.00 JM 

 
Bank balances 2 June 25: Current: £3,332.52 Deposit: £9,206.36 
 

10. Gift of Land for village (Sheila Nicholls bequest) 
No response other than an acknowledgement to letter sent 3 weeks ago 
re: selected piece of land (Plot A).   
JJ to send a reminder reiterating CLPC’s agreed position, with 
Solicitor’s letter to follow if still no response. 
Further discussion re: fire and health risks of such a dilapidated 
property.  Local Council Private Sector Housing and / or Fire & Rescue 
Service might have enforcement authority 
MP to contact Fire & Rescue Service initially 

 
11. Flood Action / Skew Bridge 

 JJ has produced a comprehensive and helpful written overview of the 
issues 

 CE attended multi agency event at Wolston; TW suggested liaising with 
Andrew Richardson (EA) 

 Conference call arranged for Friday with Rianveer Mahal (WCC Flooding 
Action) 

 TW has meeting with EA Waste Team re: attenuation ponds at Wolston 
and will also raise Skew Bridge issue 

 Site visit to Skew Bridge arranged with AS for Wed 18 June  
 

12. Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents 
Pub hedge round pub car park has now been cut back substantially, 
improving visibility substantially 
Noted that some low kerbstones on village green are askew, but not felt 
currently to be a hazard 

 

13. Play Area 
MP and JJ have had further site meeting with Mark Cox and he has also 
completed his first monthly inspection.  Main priority is to treat all timber 
and remedy small items from inspection.  Mark has also provided a 
quote (4hrs @ £17.50) to take down the dead tree by the adult 
equipment, which could be a hazard.  Agreed.   
 

14. Recycling Shed 
Promoted in Parish Mag and now in full use; all items can be taken to 
Rugby tip other than pill packets.  Agreed to cover the small charge for 
disposal when sufficient packets collected – there is no free option.  
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15. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – all in order  
b) Grass cutting – grant applied for.   
c) Dog poo bag dispensers - all in order.   
d) Allotments - Reminders for unpaid accounts sent out and all now paid 

except one.  MP to remind again. 
e) Wildflower verge - JJ and DoE volunteer finished clearing and covering 

about 75m.  Seed planting autumn or next year to include tall varieties, 
e.g. foxgloves 

f) Planter by main road – JJ to ask villagers living nearby to be to see if 
anyone can help, with any expenses met by CLPC.  

 
16. Village Fete 

All agreed that overall it went very well, with a nice atmosphere and 
varied attractions; more people came forward to volunteer, though still 
not enough!.  The sound system was not very effective, but given the 
high cost of alternatives explored it was felt that the opening 
arrangements could maybe be reorganised next year.  “Wash Up” 
meeting to be held shortly. 
 

17. Other Items not on Agenda 
Full Day power cut on Sun 25 May.  Difficult to know how to address as 
the recovery was not well managed by National Grid, with poor 
communications about how long it was to go on for.  Would be a much 
more worrying issue in the winter.  Discussed reviving the system which 
operated successfully during the Covid lockdowns, to knock on the 
doors of more vulnerable villagers to check on their welfare. Also, use of 
Village Hall after an agreed time (4 hours?) to make hot drinks.   
CE to raise at next Village Hall meeting 
JJ to set up. WhatsApp Group of P Cllrs and Clerk for use in 
emergencies or when an immediate response is needed only. 

 

18. Future Agenda Items: Village event? 
  

19. Date of Next Meeting  
 To confirm Wednesday 16 July 2025 for the next regular meeting of the 

Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:45 pm 
  

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and 
may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard three 
clear days before the meeting is held. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:15 

 
 
Signed: 
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Date: 


