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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 14 May 2025 at 19:30 

 
Present: Cllr Jeremy James (Chair) Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Sara Reilly, Cllr Chris 

Eldred, Cllr Sarah Evans, Boro Cllr Tim Willis, Moira Pendlebury 
(Clerk & RFO),  

 
1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Boro Cllr Derek Poole, were noted. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 

agenda: none 
 

3. Public Participation:  none 
  
4. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:  

 Simon Ward finishes his Mayoralty term tomorrow, new Mayor is 
Barbara Brown 

 Local Govt reform – WCC was not selected for the first tranche of 
combined Councils and will submit a detailed application by November.  
This may have implications for CLPC, details as yet unknown.  The 
changes are likely to be completed by 2028 

 Local Plan discussion – see item 15 
 Flooding – see item 13 

 
5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 9 April 25 were approved and 

signed 
 

6. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Brinklow Quarry traffic – no further issues 
 Still awaiting flat pack bench – JJ has chased up, still not received; JJ 

will escalate 
 Footpaths – the one leading from the churchyard has been rerouted by 

the farmer, but as this has been clearly marked and will probably be 
temporary for the current crop planted, it was agreed not to report to 
WCC. 

 SSE – MP has looked into this but there is no value in renewing the 
contract currently.  
 

7. Policy Document Review – on hold while end of year work / VAT claim 
outstanding 
 

8. Planning – no new applications 
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9. Finance review – note and approve payments 
 

Date Description  Amount Notes 
 Clerk’s salary - May confidential  
24/04/25 Information Commissioners Office 

– annual fee 
47.00 DD 

06/05/25 SSE - street lighting 112.80 Quarter 
 

An invoice has still not been received for the Notice Board project and 
this has been chased up again 

 To note receipts 
Date Description  Amount Notes 
10/04/25 Allotment rent 15.00 LC 
11/04/25 Allotment rent 7.50 CG 
11/04/25 Allotment rent 7.50 MP 
19/04/25 Interest on deposit account 114.29  
28/04/25 Allotment rent 15.00 EL 
30/04/25 Allotment rent 15.00 JF 

 
Bank balances at 8 May 25: Current: £3,317.52   Deposit: £9,206.36 
 

10. Annual AGAR submission – approved and signed.  MP to submit and 
JJ to post on website 
 

11. 25/26 Draft Budget – agreed.  £9,500 carried forward from 24/25 and 
£1,300 budgeted for special projects / misc expenditure. 

 

12. Gift of Land for village (Sheila Nicholls bequest) 
This has now been escalated, with CLPC finally invited to suggest which 
piece of land we would like.  All agreed that plot A (approx 1 acre 
between Green Lane and Church Lane) is by far the most appropriate, in 
the heart of the village, green belt and with access.  There is currently no 
need for a Solicitor’s letter.   
JJ to write to Trust requesting Plot A and update Solicitor  

 
13. Flood Action / Skew Bridge 

 Continues to be a multi-agency issue with no easy solutions. 
 TW suggested CLPC attends a drop in event led by the Environment 

Agency at Wolston on 20 May, with other agencies present (WCC, 
RBC).  CE to attend if possible 

 HS and SE have had a very constructive discussion with local farmer, 
who has agreed in principle to give CLPC permission to look into a leaky 
dam.  Farmer has tried on numerous occasions to respond to a letter 
from WCC, with no replies to his messages. 
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 Network Rail had staff with cameras to record the state of the drains 
under the road, but could not conclude this as they were too damaged 
and this was too dangerous 
JJ to write to Dan Perkins (WCC) 
 

14. Warwickshire Highways Community Action Fund  
 Requires match funding, so agreed not appropriate to pursue at present 
.  

15. RBC Local Plan 
Consultation closes imminently, but the plan appears to have little 
impact on Church Lawford.  TW noted that there are problems with 
larger sites already granted planning permission which are not being 
progressed and the proposed new housing developments have greater 
impact on other villages, such as Brinklow. 

 
16. Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents 

Hedge round pub car park – now clear that this is even encroaching on 
the street sign. JJ to write to Pub Owner requesting a reduction in its 
width, not just cutting back.   
The tree lights came down, this has been remedied 
A tree fell on the Kings Newnham river bridge and blocked the road; it’s 
very reassuring that within an hour the farmer responsible had come to 
clear it. 

 

17. Play Area 
MP has had a site meeting with Mark Cox who inspects and maintains 
the Long Lawford Play areas, also for a few other PC’s.  He can provide 
a monthly operational inspection, including remedying minor issues such 
as missing caps for £35 per month.  He also took a different view on the 
longevity of the multiplay unit: if the timber is thoroughly and regularly 
treated it may well have a longer lifespan.  Mark also has equipment and 
certification for other maintenance on trees and hedges 
Agreed to engage Mark for monthly inspections and other maintenance 
and repairs as agreed.   
MP to arrange a site meeting with Mark and JJ ASAP. 
 

18. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – new Adult Pads have been delivered tomorrow.  Pub ky 

now has a large ring.  SE to put How to Use video on FB group again  
b) Grass cutting – grant can now be applied for.  MP to email new 

contractor for confirmation of the required standards. 
c) Dog poo bag dispensers 

All in order.   
d)      Allotments  

Most fees paid promptly MP to send out reminders for unpaid accounts 
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e) Wildflower verge - JJ and DoE volunteer have continued to clear and 
cover securely in the donated plastic. Concerns raised that the 
wildflowers may not be visible from the road, but all agreed this is an 
experiment and the hope is that the flowers will seed and spread   

f) Planter by main road – this needs regular maintenance and MP has 
had no response to a request made to allotment holders.  Villagers living 
nearby to be approached to see if anyone can help, with any expenses 
met by CLPC.  

 
19. Other Items not on Agenda – noted that there is often litter at the A428 

layby and agreed that CLPC should purchase a bin and fund its 
emptying.   
MP to make enquiries re purchase, installation and emptying  
Village Fete on 8 June – the meeting agreed to the presence of 
animals (alpacas and possibly dogs) on the field with check and clear up 
afterwards for any droppings. 
Recycling facility at Village Hall - JJ and DoE volunteer have been 
preparing a large container for small items that cannot be put in blue 
lidded bins.   

 
20. Future Agenda Items:   

 Recycling facility 
 

21. Date of Next Meeting  
 To confirm Wednesday 11 June 2025 for the next regular meeting of 

the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:45 pm 
  

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and 
may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard three 
clear days before the meeting is held. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:15 

 
 
Signed: 
 
Date: 


