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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 12 March 2025 at 19:30 

 
Present: Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Chris Eldred, Cllr 

Sarah Evans, Moira Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO),  
 

189. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Cllr Sara Reilly, Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Boro Cllr Tim Willis, Boro Cllr 

Derek Poole, Cty Cllr Heather Timms were noted. 
 

190. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda: none 
 

191. Public Participation:  none 
  
192. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports: none 

 
193. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 12 Feb 25 were approved and 

signed 
 

194. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Brinklow Quarry traffic – passing places are needed on Coronation Rd 

and Limestone Hall Rd, which will also help if other access roads to 
village are flooded.  JJ to draft letter to Cty Cllr HT to start process 

 Still awaiting flat pack bench – JJ to chase up 
 Footpaths – no updates 

 
195. Policy Document Review   

 
196. Planning 

PR598 – JJ has registered an enquiry with RBC as to whether the gift of 
land for a Community Garden is allowable on Green Belt Land.  JJ to 
ask TW for support in this 
 

197. Finance review – note and approve payments 
Date Description  Amount Notes 
 Clerk’s salary March confidential  
16/2/25
  

Refreshments in Pub for Notice 
Board event 

133.15  

 Dog poo bags 24.25 HS 
  
 To note receipts - none 

 
Bank balances at Bank balances at 8 March 25:  
Current £481.06 Deposit £11,092.07 



2 
 

It was noted that the first instalment of 2025/26 precept would be paid 
shortly, and 2 significant payments will also be due shortly (Notice Board 
project and Play Area repairs).  There should be no need to transfer 
funds in the meantime. 
 

198. Gift of Land for village (Sheila Nicholls bequest) 
Thomas Flavell Solicitors (Wills & Probate specialist) were 
recommended by both SE and WALC. JJ and SE attended a meeting for 
initial legal advice, with a view for a letter to be sent to HSBC to expedite 
enacting the will.  Key outcomes: 

 CLPC needs to become a formal client in order for TF to act for us, JJ to 
complete necessary ID check 

 CLPC needs to check Planning situation (see Item 196) 
 The process should be for the plot of land to be identified and agreed 

(will notes “in negotiation with CLPC”) before the remainder is sold for 
payment to the residual beneficiaries. Legally, this should already have 
been done, given the time elapsed since probate was granted.   

 CLPC should write a separate and formal letter to HSBC to state firmly 
what CLPC expects from them re: ongoing concerns about vermin, fire 
risk etc to the neglected property  JJ to draft 

 Concerns were raised about limiting CLPC’s financial liabilities of legal 
action, and it was agreed that any further expenditure following this initial 
(free) consultation and letter (£250 per hour) would be further discussed, 
dependent on HSBC’s response. 

 Solicitor to give CLPC sight of the draft letter before sending to HSBC 
 
199. Flood Action / Skew Bridge 

 See item 194 re: passing places 
 JJ has attended a very interesting WCC video presentation about natural 

flood management defences and feels a “leaky dam” made from 
sycamore and willow could well be effective in managing water and silt 
run off from field by bridge.  This would need consent from farmer and 
CLPC could apply for funding from RBC’s flood management budget. 
CE and JJ to seek advice and support from WCC 
SE to approach farmer, possibly with letter of request from CLPC 

 

200. Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents 
JJ was approached by villagers with a puppy who raised concerns about 
an instance of 2 dogs off their leads in the Churchyard and surrounding 
fields, clearly not under effective control of owner.  JJ to include 
reminder in newsletter 

 

201. Wildflower Verges on main road 
Following a site visit JJ has mown an area at the top of the verge 
opposite Limestone Hall Rd towards Rugby bound bus shelter about 2m 
wide and 80m long.  Now needs brambles cleared and another close 
mow before being covered in plastic donated by a local farmer.   
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202. Spring Clean Up on Sat 5 April 
No response to skip booking from Violia as yet and if not forthcoming, 
RBC will collect bags.  No new equipment needed other than heavy duty 
bin bags 
JJ to produce list of tasks to be undertaken (as last year) 
 

203. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – new Adult Pads needed to keep in date.  SE to order 
b) Grass cutting – Green will be left for No Mow May and it was agreed 

that more bulbs to be planted in the autumn.  We can use learning from 
the wild flower verges project for similar activity for wild flowers on the 
Green in future years. 

c) Dog poo bag dispensers 
HS has ordered larger rolls.  Dispenser pole at Sewage Works is bent, 
JJ to fix 

d)      Allotments  
One vacant plot still remaining, despite repeated advertising in Parish 
Magazine. MP to take on temporarily for potatoes to keep it cultivated in 
the meantime 

e) Play Area – MP has spoken to Playsource and this will be done next 
week, contractor has been ill.  Hopefully MP will be able to see hm on 
site when he comes.    

204.     Use of playing field for private event on Aug 16th   
Request has been made in connection with Village Hall booking.  Agreed 
on condition that the field is left clean and tidy and kept accessible for all 
throughout.  MP to notify 

 
205. Other Items not on Agenda – none 
 
206. Future Agenda Items:  none. 
 
207. Date of Next Meetings  

 To confirm Wednesday 9 April 2025 for the next regular meeting of the 
Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:45 pm 

 Parish Council AGM – Wed 9 April at 7.30 p.m. 
Annual Parish Meeting – Wed 16 April at 7.30 (after Village Hall AGM). 
 
If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and 
may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard three 
clear days before the meeting is held. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:05 

 
Signed: 
 
Date: 


