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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 12 February 2025 at 19:30 

 
Present: Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Chris Eldred, Moira 

Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO), Boro Cllr Tim Willis  
 

165. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Cllr Sara Reilly, Cllr Sarah Evans, Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Boro Cllr Derek 

Poole, Cty Cllr Heather Timms were noted. 
 

166. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda: none 
 

167. Public Participation:  none 
  
168. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:  

 Govt policy is for merger of two tier Local Authorities – unexpectedly 
WCC was not accepted for this round, so elections will go ahead in May 

 Installation of a very large tank at the Ling Lane end of Coronation Rd – 
planning not required 

 Recent and ongoing very nasty smells from Ling Lane Quarry reported - 
Cllr Heather Timms will raise at next Quarry Liaison meeting 

 RBC budget setting meeting on 13 Feb - £300,000 planned for flood 
defences; TW will be advocating for more.  John Slinger MP has raised 
local flooding issues in the Commons - good liaison with RB Cllrs 

 Flooding – see item 176 
 Several brief power cuts recently – need to report to Western Power 

when these happen 
 

169. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 8 Jan 25 were approved and 
signed 
 

170. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Brinklow Quarry traffic – now tank in place, agreed to monitor and seek 

feedback from local residents later in the year.  With increased traffic, 
passing places are needed on Coronation Rd and Limestone Hall Rd, 
which will also help if other access roads to village are flooded. 

 Murphy Group:  No Parking signs in place; tarmac completed, still 
awaiting flat pack bench.  JJ to chase up. 

 Footpaths – no updates 
 

171. Policy Document Review   
Code of Conduct signed by Councillors present.  Agreed to pause policy 
updates for a few months whilst priority given to other matters, including 
year end accounts and Gift of Land. 
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172. Planning 

R25/0089 – Grange Farm, agricultural storage building – no concerns 
raised 
 

173. Finance review – note and approve payments 
Date Description  Amount Notes 
 Clerk’s salary Feb confidential  
 Zurich Insurance renewal 511.00 As 2024 
23/1/25 HMRC tax 100.20 quarterly 
5/2/25 SSE street lighting 115.31 quarterly 
 Electrics for new Welcome Sign 344.01 JJ 
 Grass cutting 2024 1,512.00  
 Card and envelopes for Welcome 

cards 
17.00 HS 

 Gravel for stones on Green (23) 29.05 JJ 
 Post repair spike 9.30 JJ 

 To note receipts - none 
Bank balances at 30 Dec 24: Current £3,311.69 Deposit £11,092.07 

 
174. Gift of Land for village (Sheila Nicholls bequest) 
 Zoom meeting held with Trustees, which clarified CLPC need for legal 

advice on status in the will. 
 JJ to consult WALC again and SR to explore a legal colleague 
 JJ to prepare list of questions for this advice  
 Also need to start to investigate organisations which can provide quotes 

for design and programme of works 
 
175. Play Area 

Quote for repairs to swing seat and multiplay unit received (£1,398 
+VAT).  Previous investigations did not discover any other suppliers who 
will carry out such repairs so this was approved.  As and when further 
such extensive repairs are needed, we need to seriously consider 
decommissioning the unit and seek funding for a new one. 
MP to contact Playsource for repairs to go ahead. 
 

176. Flood Action / Skew Bridge 
 JJ has set up current status report blog for skew bridge– can be easily 

found via google search on Church Lawford Flood Status, further work 
needed re: keeping updated before being publicised more widely 

 Kings Newnham Annual Parish Meeting – various issues raised by 
residents, Cty Cllr Heather Timms present and drain cleaning team has 
been out.  Suggested that HT should be invited to CLPC Annual Parish 
Meeting in April, but she will be standing down in May 
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 No further flooding at skew bridge since 6 Jan (has been cleared).  
Agreed that it would be a huge and expensive job to remedy completely, 
but smaller measures could make a real difference such as gravel 
barriers or willow ‘leaky dams to hold silt back whilst keeping water 
flowing into drains. To investigate further – TW to send invitation to 
online session on natural flood management (NFM) on 26 Feb. 

 
177. Health & Safety / safeguarding incidents 

Brick pillar on Church Rd damaged during Plough Sunday.  JJ has 
arranged for repair, to be paid for by the farming community.  

 
178. Welcome letter / card 

Now completed and 50 printed; to be given out from Saturday.  JJ is 
holding them to be delivered to new residents as they move in, along 
with information from WI. 

     

179. Wildflower Verges on main road 
Plastic sheets for weed suppression have been procured.  JJ to organise 
a site visit to agree which areas we will seed. 
 

180. Village Green Welcome Panel 
The panel has been installed, along with lighting and will be unveiled on 
Sat 15 Feb at 6.00 p.m. by Simon Ward, Mayor of Rugby.  Light hot 
buffet from Starters menu has been arranged in The Smithy.   
 

181. Spring Clean up  
 Agreed for Sat 5 April 

MP to respond to email from RBC, no new equipment needed.  Skip to 
be booked at a later date. 
 

182. Village Lengthsman Role   
On hold for the time being, we can call on local tradespeople for 
individual jobs 

 
183. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – all in order 
b) Grass cutting – new contractor Ralph Wilkinson called in to introduce 

himself; he will be starting in April 
c) Dog poo bag dispensers 

Continuing to be very well used, noted that a local resident has been 
observed taking multiple bags at one time.  These are for emergencies 
only, when a dog walker has forgotten to bring one.  HS to order larger 
rolls 

d)      Allotments  
One vacant plot still remaining.  
MP to advertise again in Parish Magazine 
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184. Other Items not on Agenda 
Annual Parish Meeting (held with Village Hall AGM), date set for Wed 
April 16. 

 
185. Future Agenda Items:  none. 
 
186. Date of Next Meeting  

To confirm Wednesday 12 March 2025 for the next regular meeting of 
the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30 p.m. 
 
If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and 
may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard three 
clear days before the meeting is held. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:50 

 
Signed: 
 
Date: 


