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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
 
Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 8 January 2025 at 19:30 

 
Present:  

Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Sara Reilly, Moira 
Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO), Boro Cllr Simon Ward 

 
165. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Cllr Chris Eldred, Cllr Sarah Evans, Boro Cllr Tim Willis, Boro Cllr Derek 

Poole, Cty Cllr Heather Timms were noted. 
 

166. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda: none 
 

167. Public Participation:  none 
  
168. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports:  

 Govt policy is for merger of two tier Local Authorities - little known as yet 
as to WCC’s intentions, though there is a possibility of WCC and the 5 
Warwickshire Borough Councils being made into a single tier of local 
government 

 A query was raised re: installation of a very large tank at the Ling Lane 
end of Coronation Rd, SW to check 

 Recent very nasty smells from Ling Lane Quarry reported. 
 

169. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 11 Dec 24 were approved and 
signed 
 

170. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Brinklow Quarry traffic – see above re: tank 
 Offer of support from Murphy Group:  an alternative contractor will be 

undertaking work on the Village Hall Car Park, and No Parking sings to 
be supplied for Townsend close.  Flat pack bench to be supplied, no 
decision yet made as to its placement. 

 Warm Hub: it was generally felt that no local need has really been 
identified for this as a standalone event 

 Footpaths – ongoing issues 
 

171. Policy Document Review  - Code of Conduct 
A long and detailed document and shorter version were circulated; all 
felt these did not need any amendment and should be put on the CLPC 
Website.  Agreed that the shorter statement should be signed by each 
Councillor when elected, re-elected or co-opted. 
MP to bring copies for signing to next meeting  
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172. Planning 
R24/1010 - 12, Kings Newnham Rd:  no concerns raised or reported 
 

173. Finance review – note and approve payments 
Date Description  Amount Notes 
 Clerk’s salary Dec and Jan confidential  
15/12/25 Baubles for Oak Tree 75.99 HS 
 Light for Village Green notice 

board 
£300- 350  

 To note receipts - none 
Bank balances at 30 Dec 24: Current £3,766.21  Deposit £11,092.07 

 
174. Play Area – awaiting response from Playsource. 

MP & JJ to progress 
 

175. Village Lengthsman Role 
JJ has discussed his role with a rep from WALC; it is a recognised paid 
role, with free training available from WCC.  However, it only includes 
work on roads with speed limits under 30 mph, so wouldn’t resolve 
keeping the Skew Bridge drains clear.  Agreed to consider alternatives, 
such as paying someone on a job by job basis. 

 
176. Flood Action / Skew Bridge:   

See above.  Flooding was severe on Monday (6th),and a major issue is 
for people to know whether the road is open.  As it’s not always easy to 
find recent Facebook posts, JJ is working on setting up a blog which can 
easily be updated with local information (with time and date) as to 
whether the roads are passable at both the Skew bridge and Kings 
Newnham. 
 

177.     Health and safety / safeguarding incidents  
A young person in the village will be undertaking regular volunteering 
around the village as part of Duke of Edinburgh programme.  JJ to meet 
with parent to go over Safeguarding policy and procedure. 
 

178. Welcome letter / card 
A nearly final draft was produced, a few final amendments were 
suggested.  Further amendments can be made ongoing, dependent of 
future feedback 
HS to finalise and print some copies 
 

179. Wildflower Verges on main road 
JJ to discuss with someone who has completed a similar project, with 
initial clearance carried out be a local tradesperson. 
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180. Village Green Welcome Panel 
The panel will shortly be ready for installation, with the unveiling will take 
place on Sat 15 Feb at 6.00 p.m.  Simon Ward, Mayor of Rugby, will 
come along to do the honours, followed by a small celebration in The 
Smithy.  Agreed that a small hot buffet will be provided from the regular 
menu, with attendees buying their own drinks. 
 

181. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – all in order; key needs larger keyring 
b) Grass cutting – The current contractor has proved ongoing to be very 

unresponsive to communications, and so JJ has been in discussion with 
a local self-employed contractor.  A reasonable quote has been given for 
cutting all verges (10 times per season), with a colleague mowing the 
recreation ground less frequently.  All agreed to try this arrangement out 
for the next season 

 MP to let the previous contractor know and request bill for 2024 
c) Dog poo bag dispensers 

Continuing to be very well used 
d)      Allotments  

One vacant plot still remaining.  
MP to advertise again in Parish Magazine 
 

182. Gift of Land for village (Sheila Nicholls bequest) 
The Trustees (HSBC) have finally responded and agreed to an online 
meeting in early January.  This has now been postponed until 21 – 31 Jan 
and JJ has been asked to submit a list of key items for discussion; this will 
include both CLPC role as a beneficiary and also, very importantly, to raise 
residents’ concerns as to the poor state of the property and land that has 
been allowed. 
 

183. Other Items not on Agenda 
 Finger post to Church has fallen over JJ has spike and will fix 
 Road sign for Kings Newnham View has been demolished by a car 
 MP to report via Fix My Street 

A Village Charity has requested CLPC nominate a villager for their 
Board.  MP was suggested and agreed to fulfil this role 

 
184. Future Agenda Items:  none. 
 
185. Date of Next Meeting  

To confirm Wednesday 12 February 2025 for the next regular meeting 
of the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30 p.m. 
If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors and 
may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard three 
clear days before the meeting is held. 
The meeting closed at 21:30 

 
Signed: 
Date: 


