
CHURCH LAWFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF VIRTUAL CHURCH LAWFORD PARISH COUNCIL HELD  ON 13th  MAY 2020
Present: Cllr Jeremy James, Chair (JJ)

    Cllr Derek Holland (DH)
   Cllr Julie Melck (JM)

   Cllr Helen Smith (HS)

   Cllr Sara Reilly (SR)

   Matthew Nahit, Clerk/RFO (MN)

   BCllr Sally Bragg (SB)

   BCllr Andrew Bearne (AB)

   Suzanne Finnegan

   Christine Wilson

   Neil Allen

   Victoria Strudwick

800 To Receive Apologies for Absence 
None received

801  To receive Verbal Requests for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests where that interest is not registered

None declared
802  Virtual Meeting Protocols 
The rules about contributions from the public as detailed  in the Parish Council's Standing Orders, which did not require amendment for them to apply to  virtual meetings,were briefly reiterated  All present were informed that it was intended that the meeting should be recorded using the facility that the Zoom app affords, but that only the members and officer of the Parish Council would have access to this.  No objections to such a recording being made were raised.

788  Public Participation
Five members of the public who are all parishioners were present, these being the last five names listed above. 

Firstly, the Allens were asked if they could outline the changes that have been made and are planned to the land adjoining their property, Wheatfields on Smithy Lane, Church Lawford.
789  Borough Councillors’ Reports

BCllr Sally Bragg delivered her report first. The cancellation of local elections mean that there is no change in any of our borough or county level councillors  Planning application R19/1097 is still not ready to go before RBC's Planning Committee as requested supplementary documentation is still outstanding due to problems caused by the lockdown, including the agent for the applicants being stuck in the Netherlands.

BCllr Andrew Bearne next updated the meeting.  He reported that he and CCllr Heather Timms have been delivering prescriptions from Wolston Surgery to local people as members of a volunteer force established for that purpose during the lock-down.  Hunter's Lane waste and recycling depot is to reopen on the 18th of May, but by appointment only.   People can pre-book on the WCC website https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/hwrc . Bulk waste collections are also to resume. Notwithstanding reductions in some waste management services, it transpires that the amount of reported fly-tipping in the Rugby area has actually decreased recently, unlike in some other parts of the country, although there are still some local hotspots for this.  Some Council staff have been redeployed during the current emergency cutting wider swathes at the side of existing paths to facilitate social distancing and staffing local food banks.  Further information on the services being operated by RBC during the lock-down is available on their website. Council business is continuing to be transacted, with suitable adaptations to allow for social distancing including the use of Microsoft Teams software for virtual meetings.  
SB and AB were thanked for their updates by the Councillors, and they then left the meeting.
790 Minutes 

The minutes of the last Council meeting held on 11th March 2020 were approved and will be signed off
791  Progress Reports for information 

None raised
792 Correspondence for Information 
The attached appendix of items which have been circulated were noted.  Amongst these was an

e-mail from a parishioner enquiring about how the lock-down in the Parish could be chronicled. Whilst it was felt that the Council were not necessarily best placed to take the lead on this, various possible starting points were discussed, which will be fed back to the parishioner.

793 To Approve the Following Accounts for Payment:

a) Outgoing payments

	Description
	Amount
	In Annual Budget?

	Clerk's wages   
	confidential
	Yes

	Insurance renewal
	£687.66
	Yes

	Information Commissioner fee
	£40.00
	Yes

	WALC membership fee
	£148.00
	Yes

	Street light electricity charges
	£120.62
	Yes

	Rugby Pest Control
	£120.00
	Yes


All payments were approved unanimously and will be signed off.
794  Planning 

No new planning applications have been received

795  Allotment Licence

The Council have already agreed to extend the licence for the allotments on Coronation road.  RBC have sent through the new contract which will now be scrutinised, and any issues raised with the Clerk.  If there are no issues the Clerk will sign and return the contract.
796 Annual Return (AGAR).
The paperwork for the annual audit has been received.  The invoices, accounts and bank statements have been passed to our internal auditor.  Once this internal audit has been completed, it will be put on the agenda for the next meeting to be signed off by the Council, and then submitted to the external auditors. 
797  Community items/Village Maintenance  

The broken street-light glass cover outside 7 Coronation Road will be reported to Eon maintenance division.  If they are not contractually obliged to do this, the Council intend to effect the repair as part of the planned mass upgrade of street-lights.  An obstacle in carrying out this upgrade is the costs Western Power will levy for one of their engineers to be present for each of 13 of the street-lights.  The Council is attempting to negotiate a reduction as the cost of travelling etc for the engineer will be lower if the necessary work is scheduled to occur within the same session(s). 

Repairs to the gate post at the allotment have been effected, but the shed roof now requires attention.  The Councillors agreed to fund the costs of the necessary materials.

The Council wishes to progress their preparations for a Neighbourhood Plan.  SB has provided details of a contact at RBC who may be able to furnish some useful advice, but it was also felt that some public consultation is desirable at this stage.  Unfortunately the lock-down means that the obvious opportunity for this, the Annual Parish Meeting, has been cancelled.  This is also an obstacle for soliciting views on the placement of a new dog waste bin in the village. 

Village Clean Up Day has had to be postponed until the lock-down has been eased sufficiently.

The Village flower troughs would benefit from new planting, and one of them is in need of some repairs. Councillors will attend to both of these. 
798   Councillors' Reports and Items for Future Agendas 
None raised.
799 Date of Next Meeting – this was confirmed as the 10th of June 2020 
Signed: …..............................................                    Name (print): ...................................................
Date: …........................................
