
CHURCH LAWFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHURCH LAWFORD PARISH COUNCIL HELD  ON 14th    JULY 2021 AT THE VILLAGE HALL, SCHOOL STREET
Present:  Cllr Jeremy James (Chair)


     Cllr Derek Holland (Vice chair)
    
     Cllr Helen Smith 

                 Cllr Sara Reilly 

                 Cllr Victor Griffin

                 Matthew Nahit, Clerk/RFO

                 BCllr Andrew Bearne

                 BCllr Tim Willis

994 To Receive Apologies for Absence 
None received
995  To receive Verbal Requests for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests where that interest is not registered
None declared

996 Public Participation
No members of the public were in attendance

997 Borough Councillors’ Reports
BCllr Andrew Bearne reported that Rugby Borough Council are considering purchasing a drone.  This could be useful in enforcement of some policies, assessing the suitability of locations for planning applications etc.  It could also be loaned to other Councils.

There have been several cases of fly tipping in the ward, which the Council have responded to swiftly.  Concealed cameras are one tool for policing this crime, although they can be vulnerable themselves to theft or damage.
998 Planning
There will be no response to Planning Application R21/0496 or to the variation in conditions for RBC/21CM010.  
999  Minutes 
The minutes of the last Council meeting held on 26th of May, and those for the extraordinary meeting on 17th of June  2021 were approved and signed off
1000 Reports for information 
There has been no decision yet on our application to Warwickshire County Council's Green Shoots Community Climate Change Fund for a grant to cover the cost of upgrading the Parish streetlights, and they will now be contacted about this.

The Parish Council has been funding an account with Zoom, and the log-on details have been shared with local community groups to allow then to meet virtually during the Covid lockdown.  However, following the relaxation of social distancing, it is not clear if this facility is being still being used or is needed.  In the next Newsletter we will tell Parishioners that we are thinking of no longer subscribing to this service, and ask them for their views.
1001 To Approve the Following Accounts for Payment:
a) Outgoing payments

	Description
	Amount
	In Annual Budget?

	Clerk's wages   
	confidential
	Yes

	Zoom monthly fee  (two invoices)
	£28.78
	No

	Street light electricity (two invoices)
	£236.42
	Yes


All payments were approved unanimously and were signed off.
1002 Policies Review 
The raft of Parish Council policies are due to be reviewed, as they must be every couple of years.  It was decided to review one policy at each of the subsequent meetings in order to make to process manageable but meaningful.  Our Health and Safety Policy has been circulated and will be reviewed at our August meeting.

1003  Vacant Allotment 
The vacant allotment will be offered to the applicant who was the first to respond to the advert in the Village Newsletter.  If they are still interested, the other applicants will be put on the waiting list.

1004 Parish Grass Cutting
Some concerns have been expressed about the extent of the grass cutting in the Parish.  The contractor will be contacted about this.

1005 Play Area Inspection
It was unanimously decided to employ our usual contractor to carry out the annual independent safety inspection of the play area and equipment in the Recreation Ground.  However, in the wake of the recent problems with one of the pieces of play equipment, it was also felt that a regular (probably annual) maintenance inspection would be beneficial. The Council will now try to find and secure the services of a suitably experienced and qualified contractor  . 

1006 Community Items/Village Maintenance
A letter to Brinklow Quarry relating to concerns raised by parishioners about the heavy occasional traffic from there up Coronation Road has not yet produced a response, and this will be followed up.  

Andrew Bearne has drawn our attention to the Police and Crime  Commissioner's Grants Scheme, which exists to  fund community projects that support the aims of the Police and Crime Plan for the county.  Schemes that might be eligible were discussed, e.g. CCTV in the Village, and will be considered further.

Speeding along School Street and Kings Newnham Road, which represents a significant danger when coupled with the blind corners and lack of footpaths along some sections of that road, is an issue which has been repeatedly raised by parishioners.  The PCSOs responsible for this area will be invited to a future meeting to discuss the options, some of which might be eligible to be funded by the Commissioner's Grants mentioned above.  Hopefully the PCSOs will be able to attend now social distancing  measures have been reduced and live meetings are again taking place.  Furthermore, Warwickshire County Council have recenly agreed to look into the possibilty of reducing speed limits to 20mph in residential areas across the County, and are requesting feedback on the proposal.  We wish to consult with parishioners about this issue, and the Village Newsletter and other media will be used to ask residents to contact us with their views.
1007 Councillors' Reports and Items for Future Agendas 
There have been reports of large number of flies infesting households at the end of Church Road, and Rugby Borough Council will now be contacted about this.

1008 Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting will be moved to the 18th of August, as more of the Councillors are available on that date than on the 11th.

Signed: ….........................................      Name (print): ...............................................
Date:   ….......................................
