
CHURCH LAWFORD PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF CHURCH LAWFORD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON 11th  DECEMBER 2019
Present: Cllr Jeremy James, Chair (JJ)
                Cllr Derek Holland (DH)
   Cllr Julie Melck (JM)

   Cllr Helen Smith (HS)

   Mr Matthew Nahit, Clerk/RFO (MN)

723  To Receive Apologies for Absence 
CCllr Heather Timms, BCllrs Andrews Bearne and Sally Bragg, and Cllr Sara Reilly sent their apologies

724  To Receive Verbal Requests for Disclosable Pecuniary Interests where that interest is not registered – none declared
725  Public Participation 
None present

726  Borough Councillors’ Reports 

No Borough Councillors were present.

727  Minutes
The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 13th November 4th 2019 were signed off
728  Progress Reports for information 
JJ has arranged for Zeta Lighting to visit the parish and survey the street-lights that need repairing with a view to quoting us for this work. 
729  Correspondence for Information 
The attached appendix of items which had been circulated or were available at the meeting was noted.

730  To Approve the Following Accounts for Payment: 

a) Outgoing payments

	Description
	Amount
	In Annual Budget?

	Clerk's wages   
	confidential
	Yes

	Accessible roundabout and path
	£19,560.00 (inc VAT)
	No

	W S Gardens fencing
	£2,340.00 (inc VAT)
	No

	Village Hall room hire
	£88.00
	Yes

	Website subscription
	£58.00
	Yes

	CPRE subscription
	£36.00
	Yes

	SSE Electricity usage
	£124.31
	Yes


All payments were approved and signed off by the Council.
731  Planning
There will be no response to planning application R19/1403. The indications are that the RBC Planning Committee meeting to rule on R19/1097 at which CLPC will make a verbal submission will not be until February at the earliest.
732  Recreation Ground upgrades 
W S Gardens have completed the fence between the Village Hall car park and the Recreation Ground.  Councillors who have inspected the fence are happy with it. 

734  Precept 2020-21 
Costings of regular payments for the next financial year had been estimated and these were discussed  Most significantly, there will be a reduction in the cost of electricity for street-lighting under the new contract  However, he desirability of funding the production of a Neighbourhood Development Plan for the parish and the necessary repairs to street lighting mean there will be new additional costs.  It was therefore decided to request a 2% increase in the precept, which will still be less than inflation. Proposed JM, seconded DH.
735 Local Electricity Bill 
A request to join an alliance backing the introduction of new legislation establishing a statutory right to local supply was discussed.  This would facilitate the sale of locally generated clean energy.  Although there is no obvious current local enterprise known of that could benefit from this, Councillors were supportive of the principle and are happy to join this alliance, and this will be communicated to the the  organisers of the campaign.
736 Funding Opportunities 
Costings for the repairs to the matting underneath the swings in the Recreation Ground need to be made before any grants can be applied for  

737  Community items/Village Maintenance  

 JJ and HS conducted an inspection of properties in the parish.  Minor repairs are required by some of the play equipment.  The  external annual inspection of the play equipment has not been carried out yet this year.  The usual contractor, Morral Play Services, will be contacted.
Mole hills in the recreation ground have been reported to our contractor, Rugby Pest Control. 

BCllr Sally Bragg has kindly replanted the Village flower troughs
JJ and DH will visit the converted phone box with a view to assessing what repairs the faulty lighting requires.
JM volunteered to tidy up the converted phone box.
The dog waste bin near St Peters Church seems to fill up very quickly and a larger one may be needed. The cost of one will be researched and the issue discussed further at the next meeting.
RBC have launched a smart phone app that can provide information to the public about services they provide e.g. bin collections, and also can be used to notify RBC  about some issues e.g. fly tipping.  
738   Councillors' Reports and Items for Future Agendas – reports on minor matters not included elsewhere items for future agendas (not an opportunity for decision making).
739 Date of Next Meeting 
The date of the next meeting was confirmed as 8th January 2020 
Signed: …..............................................                    Name (print): ...................................................
Date: …........................................
