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Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com 

Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 11 Sept 2024 at 19:30

Present:
Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Chris Eldred, Cllr Sara Reilly;, , Boro 
Cllr Tim Willis Clerk: Moira Pendlebury  

83. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from
Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Sarah Evans, Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Boro Cllr 

Derek Poole, Cty Cllr Heather Timms were noted.

84. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda – HS (not present) has declared an interest in planning 
application R24/0678 at Manor Barn, Church Rd

85. Public Participation:  none

86. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports (TW):  
 RBC Climate Emergency Group is holding a meeting on Sat 9 Nov, 

CLPC attendance recommended, further details to follow
 Wolston and Brandon Flood Action Group is meeting next week

87. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 10 July 24 were approved 
and signed

88. Brief matters arising, not on agenda
 Murphy Group offer of help –  JJ to meet with a representative 

tomorrow.  Suggested items for discussion – remove posts on 
recreations ground; renew Village Hall car park tarmac, paint double 
yellow / red lines on access road to village hall, clean memorial, 
additional bench on village green.  They have also offered a talk to the 
WI on Women in Construction

 Brinklow Quarry traffic – no further developments, JJ to contact for an 
update likely until the autumn

 Village event at pub – no further developments

89. Policy Document Review  
Safeguarding and Health & Safety policies suggested as next to review.  
MP to look at all and suggest priorities
  

90. Planning
Cemex at Lawford Heath – this is pre planning, no response to JJ email 
to other local PC’s, agreed to let it lie for now pending formal 
application; 
R24/0678 at Manor Barn, Church Rd – no objections raised
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91. Finance review 
Date Description Amount Notes
16/7/24 Church clock automatic winder 500.00 July mins 

item 80
16/7/24 Clerk’s salary July confidentia

l
25/7/24 HMRC tax on clerk’s salary (3 

mths)
109.60

5/8/24 SSE energy 55.17* New tariff
21/8/24 Clerk’s salary August confidentia

l
*covers 6 week period from 1/6/24 – 14/7/24
To note receipts

Date Description Amount Notes
2/9/24 Precept (payment 2) 3,372.63

Bank balances at 2 Sept 24: Current £5,543.03   Deposit £11,092.07

92. Skew Bridge:  extra drainage is being installed at Network Rail work, 
their survey of the brick culvert has found some damage
JJ and CE have concluded that it is essential that a full survey to 
provide a clear understanding of all drainage, including a record of 
which agency is responsible for each element.  TW recommended 
addressing this request to Jeff Morris at WCC, responsible Officer for 
Highways Drainage.
CE to contact Jeff Morris 
JJ to progress discussions with villagers living near Skew Bridge re: 
reporting of flooding

93. Health and safety / safeguarding incidents 
JJ to secure lights on tree 

94. Allotments 
JJ has spoken to local tradesperson, who feels this is much too big a 
job for him; needs a local farmer with proper equipment to take the 
hedge down to a manageable height for easier future maintenance.
JJ to ask on fb if someone can help. – request made for the very high 
hedge to be reduced in height.
2 plots remain vacant.  Initial interest expressed in 1 plot, but the 
person hasn’t followed up MP to re-contact.  

95. Footpaths – the one under the railway towards Long Lawford has been 
reopened. HS to continue to pursue others.

96. Welcome letter / card – need to design a new one, as previous 
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version hasn’t been found.  Noted positively that some new residents 
have been welcomed in the latest Newsletter. HS to progress

97. Community and Village maintenance items
a) Defibrillator – all in order
b) Play area – annual inspection will take place this month, including 

providing us with a tailored checklist for ongoing regular checks
c) Grass cutting

Documentation still not received from Fergus Deary, despite yet 
another reminder, this time from JJ.  Discussed seeking alternative 
quotes for next year, possibly from someone  living in the village.  MP 
to check amount of Public Liability insurance needed.

d) Dog poo bag dispensers
MP has taken delivery of a new supply of bags, will pass to HS.

e) Village Green Notice Board project
2 further sessions arranged: Thur 17 Sept & Thur 10 Oct, both 6.30 – 
8.30 p.m. to make the remaining tiles

f) Stones to protect Village Green edges
SE and JJ have inspected and agreed no need for any more at present.

426. Gift of Land for village 
The meeting expressed frustration that there has still been no progress 
with the will.  Agreed that CLPC has 2 distinct issues
1) Responsibility to CL village for continuing to press for treatment of 
Japanese knotweed and now common ragwort, and increasingly poor 
state of the property. Much better communication is required to give 
notice when access is needed for treatment of the invasive weeds
2) As a beneficiary to the will, now 2 years on with no apparent progress
JJ to write to the Trustees and request strongly a face to face meeting, 
travelling to Portsmouth (where based) if required.  

  
98. Other Items not on Agenda: none

99. Future Agenda Items:  none proposed

100. Date of Next Meeting 

To confirm Wednesday 9 October 2024 for the next regular meeting of 
the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30 p.m.

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard 
three clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 20:50

Signed:
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Date:


