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Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com 

Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 10 July 2024 at 18:00

Present:
Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Chris Eldred, Cllr Sara 
Reilly; Cllr Sarah Evans, Clerk: Moira Pendlebury  

64. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from
Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Boro Cllr Tim Willis, Boro Cllr Derek Poole, Cty 

Cllr Heather Timms were noted due to attendance at full RBC Council.

65. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda – none declared

66. Public Participation:  none

67. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports (SW):  none

68. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 12 June 24 were approved 
and signed

69. Brief matters arising, not on agenda
 No further contact from Murphy Group – JJ to contact again
 Brinklow Quarry traffic – no further developments likely until the autumn
 No Mow May feedback form – MP to complete.  Also discussed 

lessons learnt from leaving the main Green to grow this year, including 
keeping short a wider edge around and concerns re: leaving very long 
cuttings on the Green.

 Village event at pub – various suggestions made, including a Jazz or 
other type of music night later this year, with catering by pub.  SE to 
discuss with Pub Managers  

70. Policy Document Review  (Emergency planning) – the plan is now 
completed with up to date contact details etc.  Copy to be held in 
Village Hall shed and posted on website.  Action MP & JJ

71. Planning
RBC/24CM011 & 12 – Ling Hall Quarry landfill site.  These relate to a 3 
year extension of existing arrangements, no objections were raised.

72. Finance review 
The following expenditure was approved
Date Description Amount Notes
1/7/24 Street lighting 27.18
17/6/24 Clerk’s salary June confidentia
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To note receipts - none

Bank balances at 3/7/24: Current £3,170.05   Deposit £11,092.07

73. Skew Bridge / Flood Action Group:  JJ and CE have visited skew 
bridge and CE has looked at topographic maps, including pre railway.  
It is a complex site with various drains and sources of excess water, 
with highway drainage possibly the main cause of flooding .  WCC 
holds responsibility for this and therefore should be drawing up a plan 
of the site.
Action :  JJ and CE to draft an email to Dan Perkins at WCC, with Cty 
Cllr Heather Timms copied in. This will propose that  WCC put together 
a plan which includes a higher resolution topographical survey, 
drainage pipe survey  and a drawing of the drainage system. This will 
form the basis for a meeting to discuss a potential solution to 
preventing flooding at the bridge, rather than just mitigation when it 
occurs.

74. Village Hall Resilience
Following a difficult winter of electricity blackouts in 22/23, concerns 
have been raised that if these were for extended periods, the Village 
Hall would need to be a warm place of shelter.  The VH Committee are 
looking to buy a battery back up for their new ground source heat pump 
to provide lights and some heat in such an emergency - £7,500.  JJ has 
checked with other PC’s but there aren’t any obvious sources of 
external funding. JJ proposed making a grant of £1,500 from CLPC 
funds, seconded by SR and agreed unanimously. 

75. Health and safety / safeguarding incidents 
Freestanding kerbstones by the Village Hall remain removed and the   
VH Committee are looking at suitable alternatives to provide a 
permanent solution to maintain full access at all times for the residents 
opposite.

76. Allotments – request made for the very high hedge to be reduced in 
height and cut back, making ongoing cutting easier.  JJ to get a quote 
from local tradesperson for this to be done in the autumn.  2 plots 
remain vacant.

77. Footpaths – no further update, HS to continue to pursue.

78. Community and Village maintenance items
a) Defibrillator – all in order
b) Play area – all in order, monitoring ongoing pending early autumn 

annual inspection
c) Grass cutting
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Documentation still not received, despite a further reminder. 
d) Dog poo bag dispensers

Continue to be very well used, HS and SE refilling frequently.
e) Village Green Notice Board project

MP to contact Lesley French to arrange 2 further sessions to make 
the remaining tiles in Sept / Oct, including reasonable additional 
expenses.

f) Stones to protect Village Green edges
JJ and SE to agree siting and order more.

426. Gift of Land for village 
Still no further progress with the will, other than continuing treatment of 
Japanese knotweed.  Concerns again raised about the trustees legal 
responsibilities for safety, including vermin, fire risk and general 
unsightliness.  JJ to visit site with CE and pursue via phone and email
  

79. Other Items not on Agenda: 
 Request for funding of automatic winder for the church clock, total cost 

£4,500.  JJ proposed a grant from CLPC funds of £500, seconded by 
SE and agreed unanimously.

 Welcome letter to new residents moving into village: various options 
discussed, and all agreed that a card would be the best idea.  HS to 
look into options
 

80. Future Agenda Items:  none proposed

81. Date of Next Meeting 

To confirm Wednesday 11 Sept 2024 for the next regular meeting of 
the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30 p.m.

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard 
three clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 19:15

Signed:

Date:


