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Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com 

Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 8 May 2024

Present:
Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Sara Reilly, Cllr 
Chris Eldred, Clerk: Moira Pendlebury, Boro Cllr Simon Ward  

23. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from
Cllr Sara Reilly; Boro Cllr Tim Willis; Boro Cllr Derek Poole, Cty Cllr 

Heather Timms were noted.

24. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda – none declared

25. Public Participation:  none

26. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports (SW): 
 Boro Cllr Tim Willis re-elected at recent election.
 Skew bridge flooding discussion – see item 34
 Flood Action Group – CLPC would still like to join Wolston and Brandon 

given that meetings are multi-agency and CL road flooding affects all 
local people.  SW to raise with TW.

 Flood Action plan (Wolston) – TW has shared draft, which is helpful, but 
CLPC feels need to include preventative elements such as drain and 
culvert clearance. template as this might be helpful to CLPC

 Long Lawford commemorating 100 years of War memorial next Wed.
 Further roadworks on A428 at Long Lawford (broadband installation). 

Lights again installed and again working unreliably.  Overnight road 
closures 20 – 23 May 

27. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 10 April 24 were approved 
and signed

28. Brief matters arising, not on agenda
 No further contact from Murphy Group – JJ to contact again, could 

they fund the nearby footpath bridge repair?
 Tree lights fixed
 Banking – MP now has full access to online banking
 Brinklow Quarry traffic – JJ has pursued but no call back from Astons to 

date.  

29. Policy Document Review  (Emergency planning) – ongoing
160 empty sandbags have been delivered and stored in shed 
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30. Planning
No new applications

31. Finance review 
The following expenditure was approved

DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT Notes

Clerk’s salary – April confidential

16/4/24 Allotment cheque (23/24) returned 

unpaid

22.00

3/4/24 SSE street lighting 25.38

25/4/24 HMRC tax on clerk’s salary (3 

months)

84.40

To note receipts 
DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT Notes
28/4/24 RBC – Annual precept, first 

payment
3,372.63

Allotment rents (24/25) 33.00

Bank Balance: Current Account £3,509.15 (29/4/24); 
Deposit Account £10,998.32

32. Energy supplier – current contract with SSE expires at end May.
JJ has received a quote from SSE, approx. 50% higher than current 
fixed rate deal (taken out 4 – 5 years ago).  Awaiting quote from broker, 
who will look across other suppliers.  Agreed to go ahead with lower of 
the 2.  

33. Allotments – 2 vacant plots and no one on the waiting list.  Agreed MP 
to advertise in newsletter and facebook.  MP also raised issue of 
returned cheque from one allotment holder (2 plots) covering rent for 
23/24; not yet invoiced for 24/25.  JJ to approach the person 
concerned.

34. Skew Bridge flooding – further lengthy discussion.  
 Work on railway is including installing more drains to flow in the 

direction of the bridge, adding further volume of water – JJ to escalate 
concern to WCC (Dan Perkins)

 There is no detailed map or diagram available of all of the drains, 
brook, culvert etc – CW to visit site and assess

 SE has approached the farmer responsible for run off, no progress and 
this needs escalating to a higher level
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 JJ has had a response to FOI request re: frequency of flooding.  There 
is clear under reporting (1 incident in 3 out of 4 years).  Agreed to 
pursue process for direct reporting from CLPC

 Overall, there was a feeling that WCC is more concerned with 
mitigation when flooding occurs rather than prevention, which needs to 
be the focus given the climate crisis.

35. Health and safety / safeguarding incidents 
 Smelly drains in homes – continuing reports of problems. 
 Freestanding kerbstones have been placed along road leading to 

Village Hall – various concerns raised that these are unsafe and could 
lead to injury, especially in the dark.  SR has looked at planning, the 
road is owned by the Village hall, with access to homes.  Agreed MP to 
write formally to Chair of Village Hall Committee requesting that 
action be taken to remove them
 

36. Missing Footpath  R117e
HS has now spoken to the Footpaths Officer.  There are issues with the 
line of the footpaths on the map, and she will need to make a site visit.  
It might be that the best solution is to get the online OS map amended.  
Noted that 2 other footpaths are still closed (under railway line and 
between Coronation Rd and Limestone Hall Rd)

37. Community and Village maintenance items
a) Defibrillator – all in order, SE to check key in place at Pub and make 

new Managers aware. 
b) Play area

All in order, apart from a small sign of rot on multiplay unit.  To be 
monitored

c) Grass cutting
No mow May on main Green, still needs a wider cut on the band 
around. JJ to contact Fergus Deary, also to remind him to send 
documentation to MP so that claim can be made to RBC for grant.  

d) Dog poo bag dispensers
Very well used. MP to order more bags

e) Village Green Notice Board project
The second session went very well, with 19 people participating and 
good feedback.  Final session on 18 May.

f) Stones to protect Village Green Edges
JJ and SE to agree siting and order more.

426. Village Fete – Sun June 9
Noted that animals will be on the field (alpacas and dogs for show), JJ to 
ensure the grass will be checked after.
Live music may be played.
 

427. Village Event at pub
To be discussed with the new managers
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428. Gift of Land for village 
Still no progress whatsoever.  JJ to visit site with CE and hand over lead 
responsibility to CE for pursuing.
  

38. Other Items not on Agenda:  
 MP has completed the annual accounts and draft AGAR report.  JJ to 

approach accountant to ask if he can review and approve prior to 
June meeting when they will need to be approved by CLPC. 

 Repair of 40 speed warning sign on A428: WCC has notified CLPC that 
they will not be repairing this.  CLPC could take over responsibility but 
costs are completely open ended.  Agreed that this was not a priority, 
so NFA.

39. Future Agenda Items:  approval of AGAR report

40. Date of Next Meeting 

To confirm Wednesday 12 June 2024 for the next regular meeting of 
the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30 p.m.

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard 
three clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 21:20

Signed:

Date:


