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Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com 

Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 10 April 2024

Present:
Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Sara Reilly, Cllr 
Victor Griffin, Clerk: Moira Pendlebury, Boro Cllr Tim Willis  

1. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from
Boro Cllr Simon Ward; Boro Cllr Derek Poole, Cty Cllr Heather Timms 

were noted.

2. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda – none declared

3. Public Participation:  none

4. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports (TW): 
 Skew bridge discussion – see item 16
 Flood Action Group – Wolston and Brandon have held a multi-agency 

meeting and they are now feeling that more localised groups will be 
better.

 Flood Action plan (Wolston) – TW to share draft and template as this 
might be helpful to CLPC

 SW has shared information about local Speed 

5. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 13 March 24 were approved 
and signed

6. Policy Document Review  (Emergency planning) – ongoing
Sandbags requested, delivery date TBA 

7. Parish Councillor recruitment and election
JJ, HS, SR and SE all standing again, along with new nomination 
Christopher Eldred.  There are five places and five nominations, 
therefore no election needs to be held.  Thanks were expressed to Vic 
Griffin, who is standing down.

 
8. Planning

No new applications

9. Banking – MP has called into branch and subsequently phoned.  All 
being well, documents are in the post to allow online access.
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10. Finance review 
The following expenditure was approved

DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT Notes

Clerk’s salary – March confidential

Allotment rent to RBC  24/25 80.00

Grass cutting (2023) 1,512.00

27/2/24 SSE street lighting 27.11

4/3/24 SSE street lighting 27.11

NALC / WALC annual subs 175.20 161.00 

last year

Padlocks for dog poo bag dispensers 21.98

To note receipts 
DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT Notes
28/4/24 RBC – Annual precept, first 

payment
3,372.63

Allotment rent (23/24) 22.00 cheque

Bank Balance: Current Account £2,288.56 (25/3/24); 
Deposit Account £10,998.32

11. Offer of Community Support from Murphy Group
This is the company undertaking work on the railway at Coronation Rd.  
JJ has responded with a few suggestions, but no reply.  To chase up 

12. Energy supplier – current contract with SSE expires at end May.
As agreed MP has approached SSE for a quote and received a reply 
which MP found incomprehensible.  
Action :   MP & JJ to discuss 

13. Health and safety / safeguarding incidents 
Drains – continuing reports of problems.  JJ fed back that the work 
taking place at the sewage plant is to put in a new processing unit, but 
this appears to have run into difficulties.  If and when this new unit is 
installed, it may resolve the issue.

14. Brinklow Quarry update 
No progress, JJ to phone Astons for response 
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15. Missing Footpath
HS has been pursuing this with RBC, but making no progress to 
resolving despite several emails between her and the Footpaths 
Officer.

16. Skew bridge flooding
 Noted that potholes under the bridge have reappearing almost 

immediately, TW reported that he has had confirmation that a job has 
been raised to remedy.

 Run off from land – SE to approach farmer
 Although cleaning has taken place this was not effective as the brush 

has just skimmed the surface of the compacted mud, which needs 
breaking up first.  TW to chase up

 Concerns expressed that Church Lawford now not included in a wider 
Flood Action Group (see item 4).

 In order to understand better the significance of our problems with A428 
impassibility due to flooding, JJ has made a FOI request re: A road 
flooding and its impact across Warwickshire over the past 5 years. 
Holding response only received so far. 

17. Community and Village maintenance items

a) Defibrillator – SE checked this the day after it was taken to the patient 
at the pub (not used).  All in order and proves the system works

b) Play area
All in order, apart from a small sign of rot on multiplay unit.  To be 
monitored

c) Grass cutting
First cut has taken place, needs a wider cut on the band around the 
main Green  JJ to contact Fergus Deary.  

d) Dog poo bag dispensers
Continue to be well used and everyone agreed that this is a very good 
initiative.  HS has provided coded padlocks, making restocking easier.

e) Village tidy up - Sat 6 April 
A very good turnout, with several bags of litter collected.  The main 
roads were much worse that the village itself.  Suggested that we have 
another event in the early autumn. 

f) Notice Board project
The first session went very well, with 10 people participating and good 
feedback.  More people will be coming to the next 2 sessions.

426. Village Fete – Sun June 9
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Good progress being made, with a wider group of Villagers involved.  Still 
need more volunteers, for the day and beforehand too.
 

427. Gift of Land for village 
No progress and no response from WALC re: request for legal advice.  
Visitors to the site have been spotted.
Action: JJ to chase WALC re advice.  

18. Other Items not on Agenda:  
 Stones on Village Green.  Need a couple more.   JJ to seek 

feedback at APM next week.
 One set of tree lights dangling
 SE suggested holding another event at the pub, similar to that 

held for the Coronation last year.  Pub could lead, with CLPC 
funding the band and publicity.  Most effort is going into Fete 
preparation at present. 

19. Future Agenda Items:  Village Event at pub

20. Dates of Next Meetings 

To confirm Wednesday 8 May 2024 for the next regular meeting of the 
Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30 p.m.

Annual Parish Meeting – Tuesday 16 April at 7:30 p.m, following 
Annual Village Hall meeting at 7:00 p.m.

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard 
three clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 21:15

Signed:

Date:


