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Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com 

Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 13 March 2024

Present:
Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Sara Reilly, Cllr 
Victor Griffin, Clerk: Moira Pendlebury 

529. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from, 
Cllr Sarah Evans; Boro Cllr Tim Willis; Boro Cllr Simon Ward; Cty Cllr 

Heather Timms were noted.

530. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda – none declared

531. Public Participation:  none

532. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports: none 

533. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 14 February 24 were 
approved and signed

534. Policy Document Review  (Emergency planning) 
The document was worked through, with various additions and updates 
made.  A hard copy will be held with the Parish Emergency Box in Village Hall 
shed and uploaded onto PC website.
Action:  MP to complete and request sandbags from Cllr Tim Willis 

535.     Parish Councillor Recruitment and Election
    Parish Cllr Vic Griffin confirmed his intention to stand down after the     
April meeting, creating a vacancy.  All other P Cllrs agreed to stand again,     
though would reconsider if more than one new candidate applies. MP      
has circulated information re: nomination process, including      
deadlines.  

 Action: MP to recirculate information and forms; provide printed copies on  
request, and ensure completed forms are returned by hand to RBC 4 p.m.   
on Fri 5 April  
Action: everyone to ask around and encourage interest in the role

536. Planning 
Brinklow Quarry – JJ has replied to the most recent correspondence, 
awaiting further response.  The ongoing application will not affect he 
current volume of traffic on coronation Rd.  Agreed to keep on agenda, 
as a non Planning item.
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537. Gov.uk email addresses
WALC has been suggesting advantages for this, but there is are cost 
implications.  Agreed it is not a priority at present, and to reconsider in 6 
months’ time.

538. Banking – still awaiting online access for MP (RFO) and HS.
   Action:  JJ to prioritise sorting out with Santander

539. Finance review 
The following expenditure was approved

DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT Notes

Clerk’s salary – March confidential

HMRC Clerk’s tax confidential

To note receipts - none
DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT Notes

Bank Balance: Current Account £3,566.24 (24 Jan 24); 
Deposit Account £10,998.32

540. Energy supplier – current contract with SSE expires at end May and 
MP has received numerous communications from a brokerage 
company which has taken over from the one used to source the current 
contract.  Agreed to get quote from SSE in first instance
Action :   MP to seek quote from SSE 

541. Health and safety / safeguarding incidents 
Drains – acknowledgement received from Severn Trent.

542. Skew bridge flooding
Meeting held on 28th attended by CCllr HT and WCC Officer Daniel 
Perkins.  Main cause of flooding includes overland flows from adjacent 
fields and capacity issues with gullies. Gully emptying has been 
increased to 3 monthly, with regular sweeping. Missing depth marker is 
on order and additional lighting being considered. Land drainage issues 
will be picked up by WCC Flood Risk Management team.
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Discussion also about reporting flooding and triggering placing of road 
closed signs in a timely way: this can be done via Police on 101/999 or 
use the live chat function on their website.  
Action:  JJ to speak to residents living near the bridge, who may act on 
behalf of CLPC to report the need for a road closure / opening, given 
agreed criteria.
Concerns were also expressed that flooding here is not being given 
sufficient priority, though this is perhaps understandable given that 
dwellings and businesses are not being flooded. 

543. Community and Village maintenance items

a) Defibrillator – this was used recently for a visitor to the pub, good to 
know that the Circuit system worked well until the Ambulance Service 
arrived

b) Play area
All in order, apart from a small sign of rot on multiplay unit.  To be 
monitored

c) Grass cutting
An alternative quote has been received which is considerably higher 
than last year’s cost.  Noted that no invoices have yet been received
Action: MP to contact Fergus Deary to request confirmation of this 
year’s price and confirm continuation of contract.

d) Village tidy up - Sat 6 April at 10.30.  
Skip has been ordered and agreed that bag hoops to be ordered (JJ)

e) Dog poo bag dispensers – these are being well used and HS has 
been regularly restocking them.  Agreed to purchase combination locks 
rather than continuing to use cable ties

426. Notice Board project
All in hand, though take up of places has been low.  Additional publicity 
to be given.

427. Village Fete – Sun June 9
Good progress being made, though more volunteers, especially for the 
day, are needed.
 

428. Gift of Land for village 
Legal advice needed
Action: JJ to consult WALC.  

544. Other Items not on Agenda:  none

545. Future Agenda Items:  none
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546. Dates of Next Meetings 

To confirm Wednesday 10 April 2024 for the next regular meeting of 
the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:45 p.m, preceded by

AGM - Wednesday 10 April 2024 at 7:30 p.m.

Annual Parish Meeting – Tuesday 16 April at 7:30 p.m, following 
Annual Village Hall meeting at 7:00 p.m.

If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard 
three clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 20:45

Signed:

Date:


