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Church Lawford Parish Council
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com 

Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 10 January 2024

Present:
Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Sara Reilly, Cllr 
Victor Griffin, Cllr Sarah Evans; Boro Cllr Tim Willis; Clerk: Moira 
Pendlebury 

491. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from, 
Boro Cllr Simon Ward; Boro Cllr Derek Poole, Cty Cllr Heather Timms 

were noted.

492. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda – none declared

493. Public Participation:
JJ has drafted and circulated letter to Brinklow Quarry re large lorries 
use of Coronation Rd.  All agreed to sending it, with copy to Boro Cllr 
Tim Willis.  See also agenda item 497 
Action: JJ to forward / send

494. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports: 
Key item is recent flooding, which has affected Wolston and The 
Lawfords particularly badly. WCC and RBC focus is on recovery and 
prevention.  All agreed that fortunately Church Lawford escaped the 
worst, with no residential properties affected; main concern is the Skew 
bridge, where 2 vehicles were stranded.  Due to abnormally late leaf fall 
in 2023 the normal drain inspection carried out by JJ hadn’t yet been 
done this winter.  Noted that rainwater was pouring from the railway line 
and suggested Network Rail be included in the WCC/EA forthcoming 
multiagency meetings. 

495. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 13 December 2023 were 
approved and signed

496. Policy Document Review  (Emergency planning) 
JJ and MP have started work on updating this.  Agreed that a request 
be made via the Parish Magazine for people to provide contact details 
for relevant sections (medical; plant & equipment; 4 wheel drive 
owners; garages and generators etc). Agreed to extend March CLPC 
meeting for full discussion of draft, starting at 19:00.
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497.     Planning 
Brinklow Quarry – additional processor.  In general, the application was 
felt to be positive in terms of the climate crisis, though could produce 
additional digestate to be transported along Coronation Rd.
Action:  JJ to send in comment

  
498. Banking – still awaiting online access for MP (RFO) and HS.
   Action:  JJ to prioritise sorting out with Santander

499. Finance review 
The following expenditure was approved

DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT Notes

Clerk’s salary – Jan confidentia

l

6/12/23 SSE street lighting 27.11 Direct debit

Pipe for Xmas tree cabling 45.27 JJ

Light strings for oak tree 160.00 JJ

3 dog poop bag dispensers @ 29.58 88.74 JJ

Dog poop bags 15.99 HW

It was noted that CLPC has not been billed for our contribution for the 
Parish Magazine for years 22/23 and 23/24.  JJ will negotiate amount 
due.

To note receipts  
DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT Notes
27/11/23 S137 funding from RBC for 

Playground repairs
1,399.18

28/11/23 Allotment rent 3.67

Bank Balance: Current Account £4,134.32 (26 Dec 23); 
Deposit Account £10,998.32

500. Health and safety / safeguarding incidents 
Misplaced stone moved back into place, with no further issues.  Agreed 
that additional stones might be needed, but to wait to make a decision 
until after the AGM.
Flooding – see item 494.  Ongoing issue in the winter with smells from 
household drains raised by several Parish Cllrs in different parts of the 
village.  Agreed to ascertain if this is a more general problem for CLPC 
to raise with Severn Trent and for individual Cllrs to raise directly.
Action: JJ to include in Parish Mag report
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501. Mowing regime
In view of the need to encourage biodiversity it was agreed to leave the 
centre of the green unmown, also to use bee bombs to encourage wild 
flowers.  Agreed to continue with 14 cuts to verges and field over the 
season.

502. Community and Village maintenance items
a)  Defibrillator – keys obtained for use in the event that the combination 

lock fails.  1 be kept at the pub and one in phone box.
Action:  SR to distribute. 

b) Grit bin 
Grit bin delivered.
Action: JJ to buy grit and site on village green before cold spell 
forecast next week.

 c) Poo bag dispensers
3 have been purchased, also a large supply of bags.  Agreed the need 
to keep secure, and to try this with cable ties initially.  Discussed siting 
and agreed at Green Lane and Church Lane field gatges; Kings 
Newnham View and an additional one to be purchased for the village 
green by phone box.
Action: JJ to install and purchase.

d) Play area
JJ raised minor concern re: condition of small section of timber adjacent 
to the new platform; agreed to monitor.

e) Rooted Xmas tree
Agreed to go ahead and plant, bearing in mind we will need to continue 
to buy a cut one until it’s grown.  To be planted on church side of green.

426. Notice Board project
Lesley Ann French, potter has been contacted re: availability and 
numbers.  20 participants will be ideal, with a maximum of 28.  MP has 
checked availability of village hall, weekends tend to be fully booked so 
agreed that a weekday evening will allow inclusivity.
Action: MP to liaise with Lesley and book village hall for after Easter.

JJ to include preliminary information in Parish Mag report 
 

427. Gift of Land for village 
Initial discussion of the possible legalities of setting this up as a separate 
entity, also the mechanics of undertaking the work: the will states that this 
is the responsibility of the Trustees.  Agreed to maintain close contact to 
ensure the project develops in a way that is best for the village. 
No information as to status of JKW treatment

390. Warm Hub:
To start next Wed suggested including board and card games etc.
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503. Other Items not on Agenda:  
 2 new PCSO’s are now in post. Dates for Village Hall drop-ins:  

Wednesday 31st January- 8am-12pm
Monday 12th February- 5pm-8pm
Thursday 7th March 9am-12pm
Meeting for Parish Chairs / Cllrs - 15th April 2024 (date and 
location will be confirmed nearer the time)

 A supply of Warwickshire Care Services Directories will be 
delivered shortly to MP, who will distribute.

504. Future Agenda Items:  none raised

505. Date of Next Meeting 
To confirm Wednesday 14 February 2024 for the next regular meeting 
of the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30pm
If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard 
three clear days before the meeting is held.

The meeting closed at 21:30

Signed:

Date:


