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Church Lawford Parish Council 
churchlawfordclerk@gmail.com  
 
 
Draft Minutes of Meeting held on Wed 13 Nov 2024 at 19:30 

 
Present:  

Cllr Jeremy James (Chair), Cllr Helen Smith, Cllr Sara Reilly, Cllr Chris 
Eldred, Cllr Sarah Evans, Moira Pendlebury (Clerk & RFO)   

 
123. Apologies and acceptance of reasons for absence – Apologies from 
 Boro Cllr Tim Willis Boro Cllr Simon Ward, Boro Cllr Derek Poole, Cty 

Cllr Heather Timms were noted. 
 

124. Declarations of Interest (existence and nature) on items on the 
agenda: none 
 

125. Public Participation:  none 
  
126. Borough and County Councillors’ Reports  

None 
 
127. Minutes of the Parish Council held on 9 Oct 24 were approved and 

signed 
 

128. Brief matters arising, not on agenda 
 Brinklow Quarry traffic – no update 
 Offer of support from Murphy Group:  the company has now finished 

work on the railway embankment with none of the agreed work for the 
Village yet carried out.  This is likely to be part of their contractual 
obligations, so it may be necessary to follow up with Network Rail.  In 
the meantime, JJ to contact Murphy rep again. 

 Footpaths – HS has received a somewhat curt reply to her various 
communications, indicating that CL issues are low priority.  Noted that 
the path under the railway is flooded and impassable again. Agreed to 
leave until New Year and try again then.   

 Warm Hub: Craft Group will be trialling a soup and roll lunch before 
meetings, which can be opened out to other residents.  Monthly coffee 
mornings have also been started up.  Agreed to do more if the weather 
turns very cold, hoping that the Hall heating will have been repaired by 
then. 
 

129. Policy Document Review   
Safeguarding – MP has updated, agreed to combine the two existing 
documents to one covering policy and reporting procedures. 
Action MP 
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130. Planning 
No new applications 

 
131. Finance review  

Date Description  Amount Notes 
10/10/24 Weebly – website hosting 13.00  
21/10/24 Clerk’s salary - October confidential  
21/10/24 Contribution to Village Hall Battery 1,500.00  
22/10/24 CPRE annual subscription 60.00 DD 
24/10/24 HMRC tax on clerk’s salary (3 mths) 58.80  
28/10/24 Playsafety Ltd (ROSPA) – annual 

play area inspection & checklist 
165.60 Due 27/11 

8/11/24 Xmas tree (50% of cost) 85.00  
 Clerk’s annual salary increase, 

backdated to April 
confidential  

5/11/24 SSE quarterly electricity 115.31 DD 
  

To note receipts  

Date Description Amount  Notes 
28/10/24 RBC Grass cutting grant 1057.00  
30/10/24 Allotment rent (part year) 5.00  
 
Bank balances at 1 November 24: Current £4,649.56  Deposit 
£11,092.07 
 

132. Play Area – the report was reviewed and essential repairs approved.   
JJ to inform MP of which items can be undertaken within the Village 
MP to contact Playsource for specialist repairs needed 
MP to contact person in Long Lawford who undertakes their weekly 
inspections and minor repairs and maintenance re: undertaking regular 
operational checks (3 monthly) 
JJ to ensure that other repairs carried out (strimming protection to 
posts) 
 

133. Flood Action / Skew Bridge:   
Very disappointingly, after all of the effort, meetings and 
communications it is becoming clear that this issue is a low priority for 
WCC.  JJ has attended a couple of meetings, including a Climate Café 
event in Rugby. The statutory agencies have a very clear set of 
priorities for flood prevention and action:  1 homes; 2 businesses; 3 
other (i.e. the road).  Even 12 flooded homes in Wolston are not seen 
as warranting investment. 
It appears that all we can do at present is ensure that the drains are 
cleared at least 3 monthly and more often if required.  JJ has also 
notified RBC that sweeping of the road is not sufficient, it needs a 
spade to remove hardened debris.   
CE to chase up previous promised actions from Daniel Perkins (WCC)  
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134. Health and safety / safeguarding incidents  
MP has notified WCC re moss growth on pavements: worst on Church 
Rd, Kings Newnham Rd and by the Coventry direction bus stop on 
main rd.  Not yet cleared.  HS has tried out vinegar on a section with 
good results – will do a further stretch of Church Rd pavement. 
 

135. Welcome letter / card – HS presented revised text, which all felt was 
good. 
HS to progress when photo of new Welcome sign is available 
 

136. Wildflower Verges on main rd 
JJ has contacted Heather Timms to ascertain the process for gaining 
approval for this.  The verges will need to be mown hard and close at 
the beginning of the season before planting the wildflower seeds. 
 

137. Xmas preparations  The tree has been delivered, to be placed in 
ground ASAP to keep moist.  Decorating to take place on Sun 1 Dec at 
10.30, ready for turning on the lights on Sun 8 Dec after the Christingle 
Service.  HS to purchase more baubles for Xmas tree. 

 
138. Community and Village maintenance items 
a) Defibrillator – all in order.  SE to post a reminder of how to use it on 

FB page. 
b) Grass cutting 
 Grant received and final cut has been made.  JJ to pursue possibility of 

village resident undertaking the work next year 
c) Dog poo bag dispensers 

Continuing to be very well used 
d) Village Green Notice Board project 

All tiles have been completed and are in the process of being fired.  All 
participants have been invited to Lesley Ann French’s studio in Pailton 
on Thurs 12 Dec to view them in place prior to being fixed permanently 
into the panel, which will be put in place in January.   
All agreed that a small celebration then would be appropriate, with Cllr 
Simon Ward Mayor invited and refreshments in the Village Hall, to 
discuss further at Dec meeting. 

e)      Allotments  
One vacant plot remaining.  MP visited recently and noted that the lock 
on the gate is extremely stiff and needs a repair.  Agreed to contact 
Allotment holders in first  instance to see if anyone can help (expenses 
paid), if not to find a local handyman. 
MP to contact 
 

139. Gift of Land for village  
No response to recent emails and phone calls.  There are now concerns 
of rats invading nearby properties, possibly breeding on the derelict site. 
JJ to instigate as solicitor’s letter. 
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140. Other Items not on Agenda:  
Email received from RBC that they will start to charge for litter and dog 
waste bin emptying for bins not on public land from April 25, £3 per bin 
per visit.  In CL 2 litter bins are not on public land, hence chargeable 
(Village Green and Recreation Ground).  All 3 dog waste bins are on 
public land. 
MP to inform RBC of decision  
 

141. Future Agenda Items:  none. 
 
142. Date of Next Meeting  

To confirm Wednesday 11 Dec 2024 for the next regular meeting of 
the Parish Council at the Village Hall at 7:30 p.m. 
If an interim meeting is required, an agenda will be sent to Councillors 
and may be put on the website and on the Parish Council noticeboard 
three clear days before the meeting is held. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:15 

 
Signed: 
 
Date: 


